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SERMON I. 



" Whither goest thouf*' — Gen. xxxn.part 17. 

The question which is asked in our text, is a 
question which Jacob, on his return from his 
long sojourn of twenty years at Padan-Aram, 
supposed would be asked of his servants as 
they met with his brother Esau. Jacob had, 
as we all know, deceived in former years his 
father Isaac, and by that deceit gained the 
blessing which of right belonged unto Esau, 
his elder brother. This deceit of Jacob had 
called up in the mind of Esau deep hatred, 
and a determination to slay his brother. On 
account of this Jacob fled from his father^s 
home, and sojourned for twenty years at Padan- 
Aram, with his mother's brother Laban. 

At the end of the twenty years Jacob 
resolved to return to his father Isaac. As he 
was returning, he was informed that Esau his 
brother was coming to meet him with, feos^ 
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hundred men. These tidings were brought 
to him by the messengers whom he had sent 
to Esau^ to entreat him that he " might find 
grace '' in his sight. 

Through these tidings, as he knew not the 
mind of Esau towards him, " Jacob was greatly 
afraid and distressed/' In order to conciliate 
Esau, with the hope of gaining his brother's 
kindness and forgiveness, he sent on before 
him a present of goats and sheep, of camels 
and kine, of bulls and asses ; " And he said 
unto his servants. Pass over before me, and 
put a space betwixt drove and drove. And 
he commanded the foremost, saying. When 
Esau my brother meeteth thee, saying, Whose 
art thou ? And whither goest thou ? And 
whose are these before thee ? Then thou 
shalt say. They be thy servant Jacob's : it is 
a present sent unto my lord Esau : and behold 
also he is behind us." 

It is to this the question in the text first 
referred. But I do not mean to use the ques- 
tion any further with regard to Esau, and to 
Jacob, and to the servants of Jacob. 

I have another use for the question. It is 
one of those every-day questions which men 
ask of their fellow-men ; and' which, as they 
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ask them^ have nothing more in them than 
some passing inquiry of the earth. Still, they 
are questions which may be used to ask the 
most serious things connected with eternity. 

"Whither goest thou?'' Simple question 
enough is this, if only our thoughts have 
respect to this present world. For then it 
simply means. To what place are you now 
directing your steps ? 

But most serious of all questions is it, if in 
the thought of another world, and of the life of 
that world, we ask of our own souls, or ask of 
our neighbours', "Whither goest thou?'' i.e., 
^^ To what home art thou drawing nigh ? To 
what life art thou hastening, when this life 
shall close, and this world cease to be thy 
home ?" 

It is in this way that I purpose to use the 
question. With the thought of eternity, I 
would ask of my own, and of your souls. 
Brethren, "Whither goest thou ?" "Whither 
goest thou?" For, Brethren, we cannot 
possibly be ignorant of this truth, that each 
one of us is ever journeying on ; is ever 
moving, as it were, like a pilgrim, onwards 
through Time to something beyond Time ; is 
ever living on the earth a life which, so far as 
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the body is concerned^ is a life that daily 
hastens to its close. Each one of us must 
feel, must know, must own this. 

Come, let us think awhile on this. 

Once we were, each one of us, the infant of 
a day old. Our infancy soon passed away. 
And, lo, we were children, by whom the 
pleasures, and the sorlrows ; the hopes and the 
fears; the right and the wrong-doing of this 
life began to be things felt, and known, and 
done, and grieved over, or rejoiced over. 

But how soon did our childhood pass away ! 
How soon did our youth give place to our 
manhood in its strength ! And we, as men 
and women, rejoiced in our strength, and 
found many things which, at least, seemed to 
be pleasures, even though we knew also many 
things that brought us much abiding sorrow. 

And now, with many of us, the strength of 
manhood is passing away. The hopes which 
once we had are laid aside ; and in many ways 
we have found that life, mere earthly life, 
passes away as a thing of vanity. 

By some, too, amongst us, the last stage of 
life has been reached, and its weakness is felt. 
Strength is gone. Feebleness and tottering 
steps are known and felt. Nearer and nearer 
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still to the earth the body is bent ; and feebler, 
daily feebler, is the hold upon life. 

Is it not so ? Is it not true of every one of 
us, that we have been constantly moving on in 
Ufe; ever reaching some fresh period in life; 
never staying long in that period ; but hasten- 
ing on ; changing from the weakness of infancy 
and childhood to the strength of youth and 
manhood, only to pass on again to weakness, 
the weakness of age, in which weakness we 
wait for death. 

And yet while thus, in the body's Ufe, we 
have been ever moving on towards the time 
when that body's life shall end, and death shall 
rest upon it, have we not been conscious all the 
while, that within the body dwelt something 
that did not alter and change, and grow feeble 
as the body did? Something that made us 
feel we were more than the body. Something 
that has known, and watched, and thought 
about, and grieved, perhaps, over the chang- 
ings of the body ; and has felt that the body 
was but its dwelling-place for awhile; and that it 
must some when quit the body ; must go forth 
from it — ^living still, but not in the body. Yea, 
have we not felt that we carried within these 
bodies of ours something very diflferent from 
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the body, even that which we call the immortal, 
the undying soul ? 

And have we not been busy at times with 
thinking of all we once knew ? Of those who 
were children when we were children; who 
grew up with us into manhood ; and of those 
who were our fathers, our mothers, our friends, 
our relations, our neighbours ; whose last words 
we have heard ; who have gone from the world ; 
who have left to the grave their bodies ; but on 
whom we can only think as upon those who 
still live; live in some other world far from 
our sight. And as we have thought upon 
these, have we not thought also upon the cer- 
tainty that we and those about us must some 
day go ? Go in old age ; or go in manhood ; 
or go in the days of youth ; because all those 
who have gone, did not go at the same time of 
life; for some knew the feebleness of age; 
some went away in manhood ; and some left us 
in the time of their youth. 

And if we have so thought upon our own 
going from the world, and have felt more and 
more, as the days of our earthly life came and 
passed away, that the time of our departure, 
the time of the going forth from the body of 
onr own undying souls grew nearer and nearer ; 
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has there never been a question which we have 
asked of ourselves — never any question Kke 
that of our text, " Whither goest thou V To 
what world — to what home — to what abiding 
place — 0, my soul, art thou going ? 

I think you must have asked, and must still 
ask this question, sometimes. I think the 
death of those about you ; or your feeling that 
your bodies are wearing out, and that your 
strength is lessening, must make you ask the 
question. Whither will my soul go, when it is 
no longer able to dwell in the body upon this 
earth ? 

Now, if we regard ourselves simply as men 
— ^as men without any instruction from God — 
then we can give no true, no certain answer 
to this question. Of the body only could we 
speak; for that^ we know well enough, the 
grave is waiting. The grave, wherein the body 
will put on corruption, and pass away, and be 
mingled with the dust. 

All this we know. The re-opened graves of 
our forefathers reveal this to us as true of their 
bodies ; and that which we see and know to be 
true of the bodies of other men, we might well 
believe would be true of our own bodies. 

But of the soul within ua ^ Oi ^flas^ ^\s>i^j5i5^ 
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part of us that dwells within the body, and 
which we feel is so unlike the body ; which we 
feel must live when the body is dead ; and must 
have some home, some world, some resting- 
place, in which to live. Of this, even of the 
soul, man might ask, but man could not answer 
the question, ^^ Whither goest thou ?^' 

That which man could not answer, God has 
revealed. God, who created both the body of 
man out of the dust of the earth, and breathed 
into the body the undying soul from Himself, 
God has not left us in total ignorance about the 
future of the soul ; about its home ; about the 
world in which it is to live, when through 
the death of the body, the soul goes forth, and 
leaves the world in which now it dwells. 

'^ The soul goeth back to God who gave it.'^ 
This is what Scripture tells us. And in this 
way the soul within us may answer the ques- 
tion, as we ask it, '^ Whither goest thou?'* 
by saying, '^ I go back to God from whom I 
first came.'^ 

But, then, how are we to understand this : 
^' Back to God from whom I first came ^^ ? 
Even thus — ^back into His power—back to 
Him, that He may assign to me my future 
home^ my future world. 
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And when we think on men, on men as we 
see them, know them, in their lives here upon 
the earth, how different they are ! Some are 
true and honest, and kind to others; ever 
ready to seek for ^^ what is lovelj^ and of good 
report,^^ and to try to do unto others, even as 
they would have others do unto them. While 
others are the very opposite of all this, being , 
untrue, unkind, doers of injury, leaders into 
wrong. Then, as so we think upon men, then 
we feel that there must be some difference made 
between the souls of these differing men when 
they leave the body. God, we feel sure, must 
have different homes for these men. 

And God tells us that He has. He speaks 
to us in His Word, of Eternity, of that never- 
ending existence ^l^ch we are to know, (not 
only in our souls, but also in our bodies, for 
our bodies shall live again,) and tells us that in 
it there are two very different worlds, or homes, 
awaiting the children of men. 

That to one home, or world. He, in His love, 
desires to bring every child of man, because 
that world, or home, is one of endless happi- 
ness, even as it is of endless life. 

That to the other home He must, in His 
righteousness, and in His justice, send many 
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of the children of men, because they would not 
hearken to His Word in this life. Because 
they would do, and love to do, the works of 
evil. And of that home, or world. He speaks 
as of an abode whose misery is everlasting, 
even as the life thereof is unending. 

But, before we enter these eternal homes, or 
worlds, God speaks of a resting-place for the 
soul, where it is to wait for the Day of Judg- 
ment, and the Resurrection of the body. 

Into this resting-place it is that the soul 
passes when it leaves the body. Passes to 
know the beginning of its endless happiness, 
or the beginning of its everlasting misery. 

The Saviour has taught us this in the parable 
of the rich man and Lazarus. And the begin- 
ning of happiness for eternity, in this resting- 
place of the soul, is what He promised the poor 
penitent thief on the cross he should know, 
when He said, ^^ To-day shalt thou be with Me 
in Paradise. ^^ 

And now. Brethren, I will simply put the 
question of the text to each of your souls. 
Going from the world you must feel sure you 
are. You must know that day by day your 
life on earth draws nigher to its close; that 
day by day the body passes on through its 
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many dianges, ever hastening on to its last 
change for this world, even its death, and its 
corruption in the grave. 

Your souls will soon quit the body. You 
yourselves will soon pass into another world; 
therefore, of each I wiU ask the question : 
'' Whither goest thou V 

To the beginning of endless happiness ; or, 
to the beginning of endless misery ? 

To the resting-place where Christ took the 
penitent thief; or to the resting-place of sorrow, 
wherein He has told you the soul of the one, 
who did not live unto God, is waiting for the 
sorrows which shall follow the Judgment ? 

Of each I will ask the question, ^' Whither 
goest thou ?^' Do not, I entreat you, put away 
the question from your mind. Let it come 
back again and again, and cause you to hear 
its words. Let the question call up most 
serious thoughts as to the probability of the 
near approach of the time, when the body 
shall die, and the soul go forth, go forth and 
enter the world which is beyond this. 

And let it call up most serious searchings of 
the soul as to what hope it has of being with 
God, i.e., of being blessed by God, when it has 
gone forth from the body, and stands in the 
immediate presence of its God* 
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And may God evermore give unto each of 
you the indwelling of His Holy Spirit. And 
may you by that Spirit be so led into, and be 
so built up in, the ways and works of righteous- 
ness, that you may have indeed good grounds 
on which to build your hope of everlasting life, 
and to say, ^^ I am going back to my God, and 
to the resting-place of the souls of His people. 
And in that resting-place I have a good hope, 
through Jesus, that I shall gain more love for 
my God; shall learn more concerning Him ; and 
shall wait with joy unspeakable for that blessed 
day, when I shall receive from God my glorified 
body; and in that body shall enter into the 
home of God, and shall see Him in His glory, 
and shall partake of his happiness for ever/' 
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" Whose art thouf* — Gen. xxxn. part 17. 

As the question, ^^ Whither goest thou?^^ 
which follows this question of the text. 
Brethren, is a most important one, when 
asked concerning the soul, and eternity ; so the 
question of the text, when rightly considered 
with reference to eternity, is also an important 
one; and will, when carefully thought upon 
and answered, help us to gain a more sure 
answer to the other question, ^' Whither goest 
thou V^ and will give us grounds on which to 
judge each for himself, or herself, what hope 
may reasonably be entertained by each, of 
entering through the death of the body, into 
the happy resting-place of the faithful children 
of God. 

'^ Whose art thou ?" This, then, is another 
of the questions which Jacob supposed his 
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brother Esau would be Kkely to ask of each of 
his servants, as he met with them. 

We now will ask the question, ^^ Whose art 
thou V^ of the soul that dwelleth in each of our 
bodies. To whom dost thou belong ? Who is 
the Master to whom thy service is paid ? 

There is one answer to the question, ''Whose 
art thou V^ which every one, who has heard or 
read the truths of Holy Scriptures, must give. 
It is this. I, and all that live, are God's. We 
belong to God. To God who is everlasting. 
To God, who in His own power, and according 
to the good pleasure of His own will, made all 
things. 

This is the answer, the one common answer, 
we are bound to give to the question, '' Whose 
art thou ?^' And we, who know God^s Word, 
we know that God^s claim upon us is not built 
upon one thing only. It is not simply because 
God made us, that you and I are His ; though 
even in this, viz.^ That God in His own power 
and wisdom created us, caused us to live, 
formed our bodies, gave us our souls, there is 
a good, a sufficient reason why He should 
claim all our service; why He should tell us 
what things we are to do ; what things to 
leave undone; and why we should be ever 
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ready to answer. We are the Lord God's, for 
He made us; He is our Master, and we are 
bound to serve Him. 

There are two other reasons which we, who 
know God^s Holy Word, ought never to forget ; 
ought never to put away from our minds : 

1st. — It is God who preserves us ; it is God 
who keeps us in life; who supplies us with 
food and clothing; and who satisfies all our 
needs. 

Men toil and labour, and take proper thought 
as to their earthly wants ; and they do right in 
this, because it is God^s will they should do so. 
But the strength to labour ; the endurance by 
which toil is borne ; the mind with which labour 
and toil are directed; these were first of all 
given by God to man, and by God are still 
preserved to mem. And when all these things 
have been used by man; when man has thought, 
and toiled, and laboured ; God comes unto man 
and blesses these. His is the sunshine; His, 
the wind; His, the clouds with their rain ; His, 
the earth with its fruitfulness ; His, the winter^s 
cold, and frost, and ice, and snow ; His, the 
springes warmer time ; His, the summer^s heat ; 
and His, the autumn^s ripening season. 

God uses all these; uses them for means 
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whereby to bless the thought, and labour, and 
toil of man ; to give to man his needed food 
and •clothing ; to minister to man^s pleasure 
and happiness; to preserve man in life upon 
the earth. We know well. Brethren, the 
words, and our hearts own their truth, 

''God watereth the hills from above: the 
earth is filled with the fruit of His works. 
That He may bring food out of the earth, and 
wine that maketh glad the heart of man : and 
oil to make him a cheerful countenance, and 
bread to strengthen man^s heart/' (Ps. civ. 
13, 15.) We know the words, " The eyes of 
all wait upon Thee, O Lord : and Thou givest 
them their meat in due season.^' (Ps. cxlv. 15.) 
And we know that it is by God we are preserved 
in life. 

And so, in this our preservation by God, 
there is another reason for each one of us to 
answer the question, '' Whose^art thou ?" and 
to say, I am God's, for He it is who preserves 
me in life. 

But since Creation and Preservation; the 
being made, or called into life, and the being 
kept in life, by God ; have respect to time, and 
speak to us plainly about this world, let us ask, 
in the 2nd place. What has God done for us in 
respect of the world to come ? 
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Even this. Brethren, as we all know. He has 
made a way for ns to reach unto everlasting 
life in heaven. Man sinned ; our father Adam 
departed from God ; he joined himself by sin 
to the enemy of God ; he lost by sin the holi- 
ness in which God created him. And through 
this he, and his children after him, became liable 
to the death of the body ; and still worse, to 
the death of the soul, i.e., to misery in eternity, 
enduring misery, because the immortal soul 
should be for ever banished from God. 

But, we have a hope now of happiness 
for eternity. We hope now to be with God 
for ever in heaven. We know now that we 
have been pardoned the guilt of the sin of 
Adam, and may become free from the dominion 
of sin. 

And how has all this come to pass ? Even 
thus : God loved and pitied us. He sent His 
only Son into the world to bring us back to 
Himself; to teach us what things were holy in 
God's sight; and so, good and profitable for 
us. And to die for our sakes, that He might 
redeem us; might buy us back, as it were, 
from the hopeless dominion of sin ; might pay, 
as it were, the price of our pardon, and cause 
us once more to be God's servants, yea, God's 

G 



18 PLAIN SEBMONS. 

children. And so there are three things — 
three great things that give to God a claim 
upon us as His^ and which make us His 
servants, bound to serve, to obey, to love Him. 
He created us; He preserves us ; He redeemed 
us by His Son. 

By the first. He called us into the world. 

By the second. He keeps us alive in the world. 

By the third. He offers to us a better, an 
eternal, a happy world, when we pass away 
from this. And in all these three things which 
form the claim of God, one truth alone is to 
be seen, viz., God has sought our good. He 
has wished to bless us. He has endeavoured 
to make us like unto Himself, for ever happy, 
and for ever holy. 

But though we thus know that God is the 
One to whom we justly belong ; yet, alas, we 
also know that men are too often in reality 
given to another ; that they choose out another 
and a very different master. Sometimes they do 
it wilfully, and in spite of all that God^s Word 
teaches them. Sometimes they do it thought- 
lessly, through want of watching against the 
many things that lead men from God. 

And who is that other master ? The Devil. 
The Evil One. The enemy of God. The 
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iestroyer of man's immortal soul. The one 
that first led man into sin ; and that is iiow 
ever trying to lead men away from Jesus 
Christ ; and so to make them lose all the ever- 
Lasting blessings in heaven; which blessings 
Jesus died to gain for them ; and which God 
desires to give them for Jesus Christ's sake. 

And of this Evil One, the Devil, this is what 
we read in God's Holy Word : He once was in 
heaven, an angel of God ; but he sinned griev- 
ously against God, and was by God cast out 
from heaven, with all those other angels whom 
he had led into sin. Hopelessly cast out. 
Sentenced by God to everlasting misery in hell. 

What, then, is this Evil One? The one 
that is himself lost. The one that led man 
first from God, The one that can only give 
to man — if man obey him — misery ; even the 
misery which is his own for ever in hell. 

And now, as we think of God in His claim 
for our love and service ; and of the Evil One 
in his desire to ruin the immortal soul ; let us 
ask the question of the text, ask it of the soul 
within, '^ Whose art thou ?" To which master 
art thou giving thyself ? Which one dost thou 
serve? 

Both we cannot serve. It is impossible to 
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love and serve God at the same time that we 
do the things which the Evil One suggests to 
Tis, as he seeks to lead us from God. 

How, then, shall we know to which of these 
two masters we are giving ourselves ? 

In the things which concern our everlasting 
life, i.e., our Hfe in heaven with God ; or bear 
upon our everlasting misery in hell, God has 
not left us in any uncertainty. For in His 
Holy Word He has told us — told us in many 
parts thereof — that as we live now, so do we 
show now the master to whom we have given 
ourselves. 

Our daily life tells us which is our Master, 
God, or the Evil One, And therefore our 
daily life gives us the means of knowing whether 
we are drawing nigh to heaven, or are in danger 
of hell. 

Now if you wished to know concerning some 
fellow man, whose servant he was ; would it not 
be enough to know in whose field he worked, 
whose orders he obeyed, whose wishes he 
carried out, whose wages he received ? If you 
knew these things, you would at once know 
who was his master. And you can readily 
know whether you yourselves are serving God 
pr the Devil : and so can know whether you 
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have a well-grounded hope of heaven, or are 
bound to dread the misery of hell. 

What does God, as our Master, require at 
our hands ? What does He bid us do ? He 
requires us to beheve in Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour. In Himself as our reconciled a;id 
loving Father. In His Spirit as our sanctifier 
— that is — as the one who can, and is ready to 
make us holier than we are. And to our belief 
He requires us to join our love. And then He 
bids us show that our belief and our love are 
real, true living things, by doiug this while we 
live upon the earth, viz. : — daily fixing our 
souls^ love upon whatever things His word 
declares to be pleasing in His sight; things 
which, in His word are called, "things that 
accompany salvation,^' pure things, holy, good, 
true things. He bids us read His word, and 
make it the rule of our life. And if we cannot 
read it. He has taken care that opportunities 
shall be afforded to us of hearing it read. And 
He has given us memory, or the power of re- 
membering what we have heard. He has 
provided also means of grace in His Church, 
and bids us use them for our souls' nourishment 
in their heavenly Hfe. He bids us be men of 
prayer. Men that ever seek by prayer for the 
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Holy Spirit^s guidance. He bids us be careful, 
and watchful, against every evil thing ; dili- 
gently avoiding everything that would lead us 
in any way from God, or would lead us to cause 
another person's soul also to sin against God. 

To our fellow-men He bids us be kind and 
good, honest and true. 

He bids us remember the life of Jesus on the 
earth, and strive to make, with the help of the 
Holy Ghost, our lives like unto His life, — like 
it, in that we spend it in the love of God, in 
the doing of good, and in the avoiding of all evil. 

He bids us try to please Him, and promises 
to help us as we try, and to crown our endea- 
vours with success. Success that shall be 
followed by everlasting life in heaven. 

And the Devil ? He as our master, bids us do 
the very contrary of all this. He bids us disre- 
gard the word of our God. He tells us to put 
no check on the words of our tongues, or the 
wishes of our hearts, or the deeds of our 
hands and bodies. He bids us live for our- 
selves, and our own pleasures. To care nothing 
about our own souls, or the souls of others. 
To live as we like in this world, and to care 
nothing about the world to come. 

Even the things which we see and know to 
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be wrong, and that bring no real pleasure ; 
that sooner or later, even in this life, cause us 
shame and sorrow, he bids us think upon and 
do. All that is unholy : all that is false and 
unkind to others : all that brings misery to the 
soul, and misery to the body : — these are the 
things which the servants of the evil one do in 
their daily life, and their wages is misery ever- 
lasting in hell. 

And now comes once more the question; 
now it comes to each soul, and the life we live 
on earth gives the true answer, ^^ Whose art 
thou?'' Art thou God's? Or art thou the 
servant of the evil one ? 

0, ye aged ones, which is your master, God, 
OP the evil one ? Time must soon end with 
you. Much longer you cannot stay upon the 
earth. Which then is your master? Whose 
are ye? 

In past days of life you have known, I doubt 
not, what it was to sin, to do the will of the 
evil one. Did the evil one ever lead you to any 
lasting pleasure, any abiding joy ? Did he not 
always move you to do the things which after- 
wards proved themselves to be sources of 
sorrow, or shame, or loss ? 

And if ye have known what it was to serve 
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God : if ye still know what it is to serve Him t 
has He not always been good, and true, and 
loving to you, blessing you in many ways, and 
in many ways upholding, strengthening, com- 
forting you? Even so God always does; 
therefore still serve Him to the end, that He 
may crown you with everlasting life. 

And ye younger ones, which is your master? 
Look at your daily lives and see. Search your 
hearts and know. One Master, even God, 
oflfers you blessings unspeakable in heaven. 
The other master, the devil, has nothing in 
store, even for himself, but misery that can 
never end. Will ye serve him for this ? Think 
well on the question : and let the daily life of 
the old and the young, answer it for each, 
'^ Whose art thou?^' For according to the 
master you serve now, so is your future home 
fixed, heaven or hell. 

Happy are ye, if ye serve God, and happy 
shall ye be for ever. But unhappy, even in 
spite of sin^s deception, are ye, if ye serve now 
the evil one. And unhappy, beyond what now 
we know, or think of, must ye be for ever, 
if to the end of this life ye continue to love 
and to do the things which please the enemy 
of God, the destroyer of the souls of men. 



SERMON in. 



^^And are ye still f^' — Judges xvin. part 9. 

The reason why this question was asked. 
Brethren, was this: — The children of Israel 
had not been long settled in the promised land, 
before the portion which had fallen to the tribe 
of Dan was found too straitened for the wants 
of that tribe. They therefore chose out five 
men of valour from amongst themselves, and 
sent them forth with a command to search the 
land, and see if they could find any place, as 
yet unpossessed by the other tribes. The men 
did so ; and found to the north of the tribe of 
Napthali, a city and territory known by the 
name of Laish. They found the people thereof 
dwelling '^ securely,^^ i.e., carelessly, without 
proper means of self-defence. And they saw, 
as the spies in the days of their forfathers, that 
the land was good and fair, abounding in all 
the necessaries of life. They returned to their 



26 PLAIN SERMONS. 

coimtrymen, and told them of all they had seen ; 
and urged them at once to '^ arise, and go up 
against them : for we have seen the land, and 
behold it is very good : and are ye still ? be 
not slothful to go, and to enter to possess the 
land. When ye go, ye shall come unto a 
people secure, and to a large land : for God 
hath given it unto your hands j a place where 
there is no want of anything that is in the 
earth.'' 

But the Danites, who, before the spies went 
out, were eager for such a land, were, now they 
heard thereof, fearful of the difficulties that 
must, or as they fancied would arise, and hinder 
them in their endeavour to possess it. Won- 
dering at their hesitation, the spies enquired 
of them, ^' and are ye still V^ 

It may be. Brethren, that we wonder at the 
slowness of the Danites — ^wonder that they 
should hesitate to press forward, and possess 
themselves of such an earthly inheritance ; of 
such an inheritance, because it was a part of 
the land promised by God to their fathers. 
May we not, however, be the more astonished 
at ourselves, as we remember our own indiffer- 
ence towards a heavenly inheritance? The 
habitation we now hold, straitened as it is^ and 
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but for time, must be resigned at the call of 
deatb, whether we have made any advance 
towards the heavenly inheritance or not. And 
why are we still ? Is it because we are required 
to withdraw our affections from the earth? 
If so, we are to be gainers by it. For we 
withdraw our affections from that which will 
one day perish, and on which we have no 
sure abiding place, and gain by so doing, " an 
inheritance undefiled, incorruptible that passeth 
not away.'' 

And we ourselves often profess a desire to 
possess such a home. And often do we picture 
to ourselves a home, where all that renders 
this life painful will be found no more. We 
desire a land which is '' very good." 

Such a home, such a land, God's word speaks 
of to us, and says that it is laid up for those 
who seek it. God's word tells us concerning 
it. '' Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love 
Him." Yet few of us really seek this home ; 
and so, in the words of the spies, we are again 
and again rebuked for our indifference, 

'' Behold the land is very good : and are ye 
still ? Be not slothful to go, and to enter to 
possess the land." 
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Now the spies declared, concerning the 
people of Laish : When ye go, ye shall come 
unto a people secure, and to a large land.*' 

The security here alluded to was a false 
security. It was that careless indiflference to 
danger — ^that want of thought for their own 
safety — ^which the people of Laish indulged. 
There was peace about them. They did not 
think of the possibility of its being broken. 
They, in fact, prepared the way for their own 
destruction. 

And Holy Scripture tells us who seek the 
heavenly inheritance. ^^ When ye go ye shall 
come unto a people secwre, and to a large land." 
But this security is a true one. They dwell 
securely there, for '^ God is their shield, their 
fortress, their tower, the horn also of their 
salvation.^' 

And our entrance into that good land, will 
not be followed by the expulsion of those who 
are already there, for they are looking for, and 
longing for, our arrival amongst them. 

It is a large land. In it we shall dwell in 
peace with those who now enjoy its blessedness. 
Our entrance there will be followed by the gift 
of our God to us of fuller measures of love. 
There we shall mingle with all the faithful 
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departed. Live with those who bore indeed 
their crosses upon the earth, — then passed 
away from the earth, and received a crown of 
hfe in heaven. Will it not be happiaess indeed, 
to dwell with the Patriarchs and the Prophets 
of old ? To hold intercourse with Enoch, and 
David, and Elijah, and all the faithful of the 
old covenant? And to praise and magnify 
with Peter and Paul, and the noble army of 
martyrs, the love of Jesus, who died that we 
might gain that inheritance ^^ which is very 
good,'^ and ^^ where the people dwell securely"; 
since, as it has been well said, ^^ a friend can 
never go away from thence, an enemy can never 
enter." 

Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning 
this good land, and the safety of those who are 
there : — 

"After this I beheld,^^ says St. John, to whom 
God shewed things to come. " And lo, a great 
multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues; 
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands, and cried with a loud voice saying: 
salvation to our God which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb.^* ''And one of 
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the elders answered saying unto me. What are 
these which are arrayed in white robes ? 
And whence came they ? And I said unto him, 
Sir, thou knowest. And he said. These are 
they which came out of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they 
before the throne of God, and serve Him day 
and night in His temple : and He that sitteth 
on the throne shall dwell among them. They 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters : and God shall 
wipe away all .tears jfrom their eyes.^^ 

Could we possibly desire. Brethren, a life 
more blessed than this? A life passed with 
angels, and arch-angels, and all God's faithful 
ones. With them, standing before the eternal 
throne of God, and praising him continually. 
Could we possibly picture to ourselves a land 
happier than that, where God wiU wipe away 
all tears from our eyes ? 

"Behold,^' then, ^^the land is very good, 
and the people dwell securely, and are ye stiU?'* 

In order to rouse their countrymen, and to 
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hasten them forward towards Laish^ the spies 
declared '' God hath given it into your hands/^ 

Now these words either set forth the faith of 
the spies^ and mean, "God will give it into 
your hands'^; or they, refer to God^s promise 
of old to Abraham, " Unto thy seed have I 
given this land,^^ and mean, '^^ know ye not that 
it is yours already by promise ; God hath given 
it into your hands, since He sware unto Abra- 
ham that he and his seed should possess it. 

And we would borrow their words, and say 
of heaven, ^^ God hath given it into your 
hands/^ 

For ever since the Saviour shed His blood 
for you, heaven has been purchased thereby 
for your everlasting inheritance. Heirs, by 
promise, thereof, your baptism made you. 
Citizens of heaven ye are now. Take heed 
that ye forfeit not, by following the world and 
its lusts, your citizenship. 

Moreover, it was not purchased to be be- 
stowed arbitrarily, and after the manner of 
men, upon a few. And this is evident from the 
whole of our blessed Lord^s teaching. " In it 
there are many mansions.^^ "It is a large 
country .^^ And though many have passed from 
the earth, and are sure to enter into it, " still 
there is room.^' 
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But for whom is there room ? Oh, not for 
the proud, and the haughty. Not for those who 
live here for themselves alone, and never strive 
to ease the sorrow, or to lighten the poverty of 
others. Not for the drunkard or the adulterer. 
Not for those who defile themselves with the 
lusts of the flesh, and the pride of Kfe. Not 
for those who cry " Lord, Lord,^^ yet do not 
the things which He hath commanded. Not 
for those who love this present world, yet 
profess to seek a better, but are still ! 

There is room in heaven for the poor and 
humble in spirit. For those who love to ease 
another^s sorrow, and to lighten his poverty. 

For those who follow " temperance, sober- 
ness, and chastity .^^ For those who are humble 
in the sight of God ; and who, in obedience to 
the Spirit of God, seek to please God by walking 
in the footsteps of His blessed Son. For those 
who take the word of God, and use it in all 
sincerity and truth, as ^^ a lantern unto their 
feet, and a light unto their paths.^' 

The spies also sought to urge their country- 
men on by declaring, concerning Laish, that it 
was ^^ a place where there is no want of any- 
thing that is in the earth.^' 

So tempting a prize as this would, we should 
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think, put away all hesitation, all fear of 
difficulties. 

And we declare the sanie of heaven, '^ there 
is no want there of anything that is good/* 

Blessings beyond the blessings oflfered to 
the Danites are there. The blessings oflfered 
to the Danites had respect unto the present 
life. The blessings oflfered to us are those of 
the eternal life with God in heaven. 

Do you desire peace ? It is there. Heaven 
is the abode of holiness ; and where holiness is, 
there also is peace. 

Do you desire joy ? It is there. In heaven 
sorrows and tears are not. Where they are 
not, there must be joy. 

Do you fear death ? In heaven is everlasting 
life. In heaven the Lamb of God shall lead 
you by fountains of living waters. 

Do you desire security ? In heaven nothing 
shall disturb your peace, nothing shall diminish 
your joy. The Almighty shall dwell with you 
there ; and where He dwells, there is security 
from every evil ; and there is certainty of ever- 
lasting joy. 

Do you long to oflfer unto God a worship 
holy and undefiled? In heaven you shall oflfer 
it. There you will join the sinless angels, and 

ft 
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" the just made perfect,^' and with them 
worship and adore your God. 

Do you long for a home in which you may 
meet those whom you once loved, and still 
love, though death has removed them ? 

In heaven shall be the eternal reunion of all 
the children of God. 

Finally. Brethren, do you desire a home in 
which all that is good upon the earth shall be 
found purified and holy, while all that now 
destroys the body^s life, and all that now en- 
dangers the soul's salvation shall find no 
entrance into that home ? 

Such a home God's word puts before you, 
when in the mercy of God, through Jesus, it 
oflTers you heaven. Offers it to you, if now 
humbly and diHgently, with true faith in, and 
love for God, ye press forward toward heaven, 
seeking it in the way of righteousness by the 
help of the indwelling Spirit of God. 
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" And noWf Lord^ what wait I for f My hope is in 
TheeJ^ — Psalm xxxrx. 7. 

Bbfoeb we use the question, ^' Lord, what wait 
I for?'^ and the words that follow it, ^^My 
hope is in Thee,'^ in order to try ourselves, and 
to find for what the soul within us is waiting, 
that is, what is the hope that is nurtured by the 
soul; we will dwell awhile on the Psalm itself 
in which the words are found. 

The Psalm is supposed to be one of those 
Psalms of mingled contrition and sorrow, of 
prayer and of the placing of his cause in God's 
hands, which David wrote, either at, or after- 
wards with reference to, the time when Absalom 
rebelled against him, and sought his life. 

The opening verses, " I said I will take heed 
to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue : I 
will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the 

d2 
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wicked is before me. I was dumb with silence, 
I held my peace even from good : and my 
sorrow was stirred,^^ must, therefore, carry our 
thoughts back to the day of David's departure 
from Jerusalem through fear of Absalom. And 
we must picture to ourselves the aged king as- 
cending Mount Olivet: silent in his sorrow: 
keeping himself from all reproaching words: 
knowing what his own sin had been, and in his 
soul owning the just chastening of his God : 
speaking only in order to restrain the zeal of 
those who were with him, or to commit his 
cause to God: when, as Scripture tells us, 
" David went up by the ascent of Mount OKvet, 
and wept as he went up, and had his head 
covered, and he went barefoot : And all the 
people that were with him, covered every man 
his head, and they went up, weeping as they 
went up.'' (2 Sam. xv. 30.) 

And then, a httle further on than Mount 
Olivet, must our thoughts go with David ; and 
we must remember Shimei, and the words of 
cursing which he heaped upon the king. Words 
so unUke the words that came from David, as 
he restrained the anger of his followers, 
" Behold, my son, which came forth of my 
bowels, seeketh my life ; how much more now 
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may this Benjamite do it ? Let him alone^ and 
let him curse : for the Lord hath bidden him. 
It may be the Lord will look on mine affliction, 
and that the Lord will requite me good for his 
cursing this day/^ 

And as we think on these things, we can 
well see the meaning of David, when he says 
in this Psalm, " I said I will keep my mouth 
with a bridle, while the wicked is before me/' 

But when he was away from the wicked; 
when together with those who were faithful to 
him in his sorrows, he rested for a few short 
hours in ^the plains of the wilderness^': or 
when he had crossed the Jordan, and had gained 
the safer resting-place of Mahanaim ; then, with 
heart and Hp, he speaks unto God. Then the 
silence is broken : the bridle is removed : and 
the prayer goes up, and asks to know when the 
end of life should come. To know how near to 
him was the closing scene. So that, moved by 
the shortness of life, and by his own frailty, he 
might prepare the more earnestly for death and 
eternity j and be less concerned about the 
things of the present world. 

And so, in his own words, he tells us, ^^ My 
heart was hot within me : while I was musing 
the fire burned : then spake I with my tongue. 
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Lord^ make me to know mine end^ and the 
measm'e of my days, what it is : that I may 
know how frail I am. Behold, thou hast made 
my days as a hand-breadth; and mine age is 
nothing before Thee : verily, every man at his 
best state is altogether vanity. Surely every 
man walketh in a vain shew : surely they are 
disquieted in vain : he heapeth up riches, and 
knoweth not who shall gather them.^* 

This meditation on man's frailty calls forth 
again the words of prayer ; and fixes the heart 
of the Psalmist upon God, as upon the sole 
Fountain of happiness ; the sole Rock on 
which Hope may build; and the only One 
upon whom the soul may rest. Nevertheless, 
his heart is fixed upon God, with the recollec- 
tion of former sins. He remembers also his 
proneness to sin. He feels his need of a 
deUverance from the guilt of sin. He asks 
for strength, that he may no more disgrace 
the cause of God; and may be no more ex- 
posed to the reproach of the wicked. 

And as he knew that with a Father^s hand 
God had smitten him ; so he prays that, with a 
Father^s love. He would lighten the affliction ; 
give ear to his cry ; disregard not his tears ; 
and spare him a little longer ; until the Divine 
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grace had renewed his soul with strength, and 
fitted him for that blessed abode, in which he 
should not be as a stranger and a sojourner ; 
but be at home, at home with his Father and 
his Gk)d. -And so we hear the words of prayer : 
^^ And now. Lord, what wait I for ? My hope 
is in Thee. Dehver me from all my trans- 
gressions : make me not the reproach of the 
foolish. I was dumb, I opened not my mouth, 
because Thou didst it. Eemove Thy stroke 
away from me : I am consumed by the blow of 
Thine hand. When Thou with rebukes dost 
correct man for iniquity. Thou makest his 
beauty to consume away like a moth : surely 
every man is vanity. Hear my prayer, O Lord, 
and give ear unto my cry : hold not Thy peace 
at my tears : for I am a stranger with Thee, 
and a sojourner, as all my fathers were. 
spare me, that I may recover strength before I 
go hence, and be no more.'' 

K we thus consider the Psalm as having 
reference to David's sorrow and affliction ; to 
his sin and to his prayer; in the days of 
Absalom's rebelUon; but written by him in 
the few closing years of life, wherein God did 
indeed '^ requite him good " for all the bitter- 
ness of Shimei's cursing ; and gave him strength 
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by Divine grace to rest on Himself; we may 
then regard the words of the text, '^And 
now. Lord, what wait I for ? My hope is in 
Thee,'' as the declaration of David's soul to its 
God, ' I wait for Thee, that in Thee I may find 
mercy, and obtain the forgiveness of my sin. 
From Thee receive spiritual strength. Be by 
Thee led on in calm and holy preparation for 
death ; and be by Thee received when life is 
over. '^Lord, what wait I for?'' Even for 
Thy mercy : Thy comfort : Thy peace : Thy 
call : for my days are passing away, and all my 
hope is in Thee.' 

But what would the answer be to the question 
of the text, if men, each for himself, put it to 
the soul within, '' What wait I for V What 
would the answer be, if, in very truth, the 
answer be given ? 

Few could say, ^^Lord, I wait for Thee. 
My hope is in Thee." For many there. are 
amongst the children of men, whose waiting, 
and whose hope, are limited by this present 
world. Many, whose hearts are set upon 
obtaining an increase of the things of the 
world, as its riches, its honours, its pleasures, its 
praise, its fame, its glory, in one word, its vanity. 

Many are looking on, waiting for, hoping to 
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gain some fHendship which shall be of service 
to them; and shall cause the future years of 
life to be marked with the prosperity of earth. 
Many are counting now upon days and years 
of life as their own ; and have already formed 
hopes and plans for those years, should they, 
as they reckon, come. Many are, by their 
anxiety, realizing the description of earth's 
imxious ones, both in their anxiety, and in the 
vanity thereof, which is given us in the 127th 
Psalm, "It is but lost labour that ye haste to 
rise up early, and so late take rest, and eat the 
bread of carefulness.^' And there are many, 
with whom is no planning, no looking on ; but 
with whom is the careless, sinful, slothful ease, 
which contents itself with the thought, '' To- 
morrow shall be as this day.'' 

And so from most hearts would the answer, 
if in truth it be given, come, 'I wait for 
some selfish end; or for some worldly hope; 
or for some gain in time ; or for some expecta- 
tion to be reaHsed, which rests on man.' 

Few, few are the hearts, that could in God's 
sight say, ' Lord, I wait for Thee ! My hope 
is in Thee. Lord, it is for Thee I am seeking. 
For Thee in all Thy goodness, and in all Thy 
love. I hope for Thy pardoning grace. I wait 
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for Thy acceptance. I hope to gain Thy gift 
of life. For, ^^whom have I in heaven but 
Thee ? And there is none upon earth that I 
desire in comparison of Thee.'^ ' (Ps. Ixxiii.) 

But closer home must the thought of this be 
drawn. Nearer, and yet nearer, must the 
searching be carried. Not upon what most 
men wait for ; nor upon what their hopes are 
resting j nor upon the plans of life which they 
are forming, or are pursuing, must we be con- 
tent to think. The question of the text is one 
which applies to each of our hearts, and minds, 
and lives. And by each must the answer be 
sought and given. What am I, I myself, waiting 
for ? What does life hold out to me as desirable 
above all things else ? What is the one all- 
absorbing hope of my life ? 

Ask it. Brethren, ask it of yourselves. Ask 
it, as sojourners upon the earth ; as the children 
of men to whom a measure of time is given, 
And ask it, as those who are appointed to dwell 
in an eternal home ; as those who are alreadj 
in their souls immortal beings ; and as thos€ 
who are the redeemed and the baptized oi 
Jesus Christ. And when you ask it, remem- 
ber, if the answer come ^ I wait for, hope for 
live for, this life and its welfare alone,* yoc 
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wait for that which can never satisfy ; you hope 
for that which has in itself disappointment; 
and you Kve for that which in the possession 
deceives. 

He waits for too mean a good, who waits for 
anything less than God. He hopes for all too 
unworthy an inheritance, who hopes for less 
than heaven. He lives for that which profits 
not, who lives not, that is, strives not, for the 
Divine strength that leads the soul along the 
narrow way of true repentance, and so of true 
hope ; of true love, and so of true rejoicing ; 
of true humility, and so of true exaltation ; of 
true obedience to God, and so of true life ; of 
true preparation for eternity, and so of a true 
inheritance with the saints in light. 

Think awhile. Where is the earthly pflgrim^s 
hope fixed ? Where is the sojourner's mind 
resting ? For what is the heir waiting ? 

The pilgrim's thoughts are ever homewards 
bent. The sojourner knows and thinks upon 
a dearer land. The heir is waiting for his 
inheritance. And what are we ? Pilgrims 
and sojourners upon earth, and heirs also of 
heavenly promises. If, then, we wait for less 
than heaven, and so cause our hope to rest on 
something less than God, whose gift heaven is. 
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what are we ? Sojourners and pilgrims upon 
earth, where we would rather be dwellers for 
evermore ; and heirs by promise of a heavenly 
home, for which we have no love. Still, 
strangers and pilgrims we must be. We can- 
not change this our character. In our church- 
yards rise many mounds. Each of these 
mounds marks out the resting-place of the 
body of some pilgrim : but the pilgrim himself 
is far away. The once sojourner upon the 
earth is at home at last. But in what home ? 
This no eye of man can penetrate far enough 
to see; no mind of man can disclose. The 
love of Mends may, and dpes, hope the best ; 
but truth has but one answer ; — according to his 
waiting and his hope is his home. K his 
waiting and his hope rested in his God, then 
the pilgrim is with his God, in the home that 
is free from every sorrow. Brethren, it will be 
but a little while before other men shall see, as 
we now see, the churchyard tokens of ended 
sojourn, and of completed pilgrimage. And 
we ? Where shall we be ? What wiU be true 
of us when a few more years have passed? 
Our waiting will be over ; our hope will be 
fulfilled ; because the time of our earthly 
sojourn will be ended, and we shall be where 
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all is abiding. Our hope fulfilled; but how 
fdlfiUed ? By joy and life, far beyond all hope ; 
or by misery, such as the mind of man never 
conceived. ^ 

But come, let us look on without thought of 
this world's gain, or hope, or disappointment, 
or fears, or joys. Let us look on beyond the 
passing vanities of to-day, or the disappointing 
gains that may be ours to-morrow. Let us look 
on, as those should look who have the word of 
truth, even God's truth ; and who know the 
certainties of which that Word so often speaks, 
and for which it bids us prepare. Yea, let us 
look on to the certainties for which we are 
waiting, and see what in those certainties our 
hope may be. 

'^ And now. Lord, what wait I for ? " 
We are waiting, each of us, with no power 
to delay the time for the call of our God ; we 
are waiting for death. And while so waitings 
the passing days of our life, it may be, glide 
imperceptibly away. The hopes of to-day are 
by the morrow renewed. Life's mingled joys 
and sorrows, like the tides of the ocean, seem 
continually to ebb and flow. And death for 
which we wait, as the children of mortality, 
comes not. Not this year, nor the next, nor 
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the next. And we go on, as if in our case 
the sentence were reversed. Though many 
depart, we still abide. 

But there comes a day, and in that day an 
hour, a moment, when the tale of our years is 
at last told. When the last look has been 
taken of the things about us. When the last 
warm grasp of the hand has been felt, and the 
last farewell spoken. When our stewardship ia 
ended, and the soul is gone. When that death 
for which we have been waiting is realized, and 
its bitterness known. And when we are for 
evermore beyond the power of death. 

Again, we wait for judgment. And what an 
awe-inspiring certainty is this ! We are wait- 
ing for a judgment which shall not be held by 
mortal man, but by God upon man. By Him 
who knows every thought, and word, and 
deed. Who needeth no witness, seeks no 
information, asks for no counsel. By Him 
who has all wisdom, all righteousness, whereby 
to judge ; and all power, whereby to execute 
the sentence of His judgment. 

And yet, again, we wait for eternity. We. 
wait for an endless life. We wait for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the reunion of 
soul and body. We wait for everlasting 
£vedom from death. 
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For these tliree certainties. Death, judg- 
ment, eternity, each of us is waiting. All else 
for which we wait may never be realized. 
These most surely will, unless the Christ should 
first come, and by His coming call us to judg- 
ment and eternity, without our knowing the 
body's death. 

The highest hope we cherish here for earth 
may be most vain. The most seemingly certain 
of our earthly restings may prove to be as the 
deceiving of a dream. It will not be so with 
death, with judgment, and with eternity. 
These are coming on. These are ever close at 
hand. And if still the question of the text, 
"Lord, what wait I for?'' pass through the 
mind ; if still half-uttered it tremble upon the 
hp : can we, as we answer and say, ' I wait for 
death, for judgment, and eternity ; ' can we 
add, 'and in these three things for which I wait, 
my hope is in Thee, Lord ; for Thou, Thou 
Thyself, O Lord, Thou art my hope ? ' 

May God grant us such a measure of His 
grace, that by obedience to His Holy Spirit, 
and by life-long waiting upon Him, we may, 
for Christ's sake, in death, know His comfort : 
in judgment. His acceptance : in eternity, His 
life. 
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" And they feared exceedingly^ and said one to another, 
What manner of man is this, that even the wind 
and the sea obey Him ?" — St. Mabk iv. 41. 

Since this question. What maimer of man is 
this ? was asked, immediately after one of the 
mighty works of Jesus Christ had been 
wrought ; and since all His works have their 
lessons for the children of men, and contain 
also messages of comfort and assurance of 
safety to His own ; we will seek to draw, in 
the simplest manner possible, some of the 
lessons, and so set forth the comfort, which 
this work of Jesus contains. 

The full account of the work is this : — 
'^ The same day,^' i.e., the day on which He 
taught the multitude by the Sea of Galilee, 
^' when the even was come, Jesus said unto His 
disciples. Let us pass over unto the other side. 
And when they had sent away the multitude. 
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they took Him even as He was in tlie ship : 
and there were also with Him other little ships. 
And there arose a great storm of Wind, and the 
waves beat into the ship, so that it was now 
full. And He was in the hinder part of the 
ship, asleep on a pillow : and they awake Him, 
and say unto Him, Master, ©arest Thou not 
that we perish ? And He arose, and rebuked 
the wind, and said unto the sea, peace, be still. 
And the wind ceased, and there was a great 
calm. And He said unto them. Why are ye 
so fearful ? How is it that ye have no faith ? 
And they feared exceedingly, and said one to 
another. What manner of man is this, that 
even the wind and the sea obey Him ?^' 

Such is the fuU account of the work. 

Now there is one lesson which is common to 
all the miracles of Jesus Christ, It stands 
forth prominently in all that He wrought upon 
the earth, in those days when He did His 
Pather^s will, and preached the glad tidings of 
salvation. It is this, Jesus is God as well as 
man. That He was man was evident enough 
to those who were with Him when He wrought 
the miracles. Tokens of His manhood were 
constantly before the eyes of those who followed 
Him as '' He went about doing good/' Some 
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amongst them knew of His birth. His childhood, 
His increase in wisdom and stature. They 
knew Him also in hours when fatigae and 
sorrow rendered Him faint and weary, and 
troubled. When hunger and thirst caused 
Him to be the glad recipient of the gifts of the 
love of His friends. They knew Him in hours 
when grief lay heavy upon His soul : and in 
hours when joy made Him utter the words of 
gladness and of thanksgiving to His Father 
in heaven. There was not, there could not be, 
any question about His manhood. His man- 
hood, wherein is now found by us so deep a 
well of rejoicing, so strong a cord binding us 
to God, so great an assurance of our entrance 
into heaven, and of our abiding there for ever, 
when we recall the words which the Holy 
Spirit caused the apostle to write concerning 
Jesus, as man for our sakes, '^ It behoved Him 
in all things to be made like unto His brethren, 
that He might be a merciful and faithful high 
priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
reconciliation for the sins of the people.^' (Heb. 
ii. V. 17.) 

'^ In all things like,'* that is, in all sinless 
things like unto us. In one thing, oh^ how 
udike He was to us, ^'He knew no sin!*' 
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And in tliis^ that He was like ns as man^ and 
yet unlike us as man, is the source of our 
justification, our pardon, our reconciliation with 
God. 

There was no question about His manhood. 
They who saw His works knew it, even though 
their souls did not rise to that true faith in 
Him, which His works called for ; and which 
true faith we profess to have in Him, the faith 
in Him as God, as well as man. 

This true faith in Him all His works called 
for ; since all of them were wrought by Him in 
the exercise of His owti will, and of His own 
power. He made no appeal, as the prophets 
before Him had done, to any higher power ; 
nor sought the concurrence of any other will. 
The power He used was almighty, and the 
works which He wrought by that power mani- 
fested, in their accompUshment, the unfailing 
obedience of all created things to His will. 

For instance ; take the miracle to which our 
text refers, and think awhile upon it, and you 
will see that Jesus could not be only man. 

The wind would not obey any one that was 
merely man. The sea would not listen to any 
command save that of its God. Its God, 
whose ever-present will and rule keep it obedi- 
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ent to tlie decree whicli that will made for it 
at the first : the decree that has made ^^ the 
sand/' that light, that shifting thing, ^'the 
bound of the sea, that it cannot pass it : and 
though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet 
can they not prevail : though they roar, yet 
can they not pass over it." (Jeremiah v. 22.) 
The wind and the sea obeyed the will and the 
word of Jesus, and in this obedience they pro- 
claimed Him to be their God. 

And so one lesson of the miracle before us 
is the lesson common to all the miracles of 
Jesus, the lesson which bids us worship, and 
love, and fear, and obey Jesus as our God. 

But as every miracle has its own especial 
lessons, let us seek the especial lessons of the 
miracle before us. 

And first of all, we learn the safety of all 
those who have Jesus with them. 

The disciples had Him with them in their 
ship j and though the wind and the sea seemed 
to them so ready, so sure to destroy them, 
still they were safe, because He was with them. 
And though then, perhaps, they knew it not, 
nothing could really hurt them, while He was 
with them as their Friend, their Lord. Even so 
18 it true of us, nothing can really hurt us, if 
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we have Jesus with us in our hearts and lives. 
That is to say, if we love Him in all sincerity 
aad truth ; and do show forth our love by ever 
trying to please Him, and to keep in the 
narrow way that He has marked out as the 
way of everlasting life. 

Nothing can hurt the soul, if we have^ Jesus 
Christ with us. For if we* have the Christ, 
then the Spirit of the Christ, the Holy Ghost, 
will dwell in our souls ; and will protect them 
by His divine strength ; and will lead them by 
His unerring wisdom ; and will cause them to 
be triumphant over all the power of sin ; safe 
from every assault of the evil one ; unhurt by 
the temptations of the world ; and secure in the 
faith, notwithstanding the weakness and inborn 
sinfulness of our fallen nature. 

And nothing can really hurt our todies, if 
we have the Christ with us. 

Sickness, or disease, or accident, may indeed 
injure the body, and bring on its death; or 
years, as they pass by, may wear out the 
strength of the body, and bring it to the grave ; 
but Jesus will take care of the body even in 
death and in the grave. As God, He will 
overrule all these things, and will make them 
means to bring about the body^s everlasting 
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life, and strengtli, and glory. For He has 
told us that He will remake it, and will cause 
it to be like unto His own glorious body : and 
that He will give it back to us for ever in the 
great day of the resurrection. And no trial, 
no sorrow, no want, no grief, no loss, no bitter- 
ness of any kind which this life knoweth, shall 
be able, as it crosses our pathway, really to 
hurt us, if we have the Christ. For the Christ 
will comfort us by His Spirit, and will lighten 
the present sorrow, and will chase away the 
fear, and will fill the soul with the presence of 
the joy that springs out of a sure hope of rest 
in heaven. 

The words of His reproof, spoken to the 
disciples as they feared the threatenings of the 
wind and the sea, teach us the same truth, and 
remain a loving reproof to us in all times of 
our fear. 

'* Why are ye so fearful ? How is it that ye 
have no faith ? '' i,e, ' How is it that ye forget 
that I am ever with you ; and that with Me ye 
are safe for time and for eternity ? ' 

In all this, that we have said, we would not 
for one moment be thought to mean that we 
shall not feel what are called by men " the ills 
of this life ; '^ as if, by being servants of the 
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Christ, we were free from all these. No such 
freedom is promised us by the Christ. " There 
were with Him other little ships/' says St. 
Mark, yet there is no account given that they, 
who started in these other Httle ships to cross 
the sea with Him, suffered from the storm. 
They may have escaped its ftiry. They may 
have crossed the sea, and reached the further 
shore, before the fury of the storm was poured 
out. Be this as it may ; the storm fell in all 
its violence on the ship in which the Christ was. 
The perils of the storm threatened His disciples. 
Even so is it now. Many sorrows and trials 
fall on those who belong to the Christ ; while 
to those around them trial and sorrow seldom 
seem to come. To us, as the servants of Jesus 
Christ, no promise of freedom is given ; but to 
us belongs the knowledge that if we are in very 
deed His, nothing shall by any means really 
hurt us, that is to say, nothing of this world's 
evils shall in any way hinder us from salvation. 
But, on the contrary, every worldly evil shall, 
through the presence of the Christ with us, 
cause our hold upon the everlasting life to be 
more sure; and shall cause our steps in the 
way thereto to be attended with the soul's 
rejoicing. 
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And now, if we pass away a moment or two 
from the Christ and His great work, and think 
upon them who were with Him in the ship, and 
saw His work, two lessons may be learned by 
us. 

Ist. To do as they did, viz. To draw nigh 
in all our hours of need and of danger to the 
Christ. They seem to have seen in Him a 
source of safety. To have felt that He could, 
if He would, deliver them. And so they 
awoke Him, and told Him of their danger. 
Doubtless they had done all that lay in their 
power to bear up against, or to escape the fury 
of the storm. But they could not. It will 
often be the same with us. Often shall we 
seem to strive in vain. But never in vain, if 
we seek the help of the Christ. Let us there- 
fore go at once to Him, and tell Him all our 
trial; all our danger; all our need; all our 
weakness ; and ask for the gift of His strength 
to bear up against all. Let us ask for the gift 
of wisdom, to do aright in all : for love, to love 
His will in all : and for deliverance, in His own 
good time, and according to His own wise pur- 
poses; knowing that he ordereth all things 
wisely and lovingly for the good of His own. 

2nd1y. Not to do as they did. They came. 
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as St. Mark tells us, with words that seemed to 
doubt His love and care for them. They came 
to Him, as He lay asleep on the pillow, (type 
in that sleep of His, at such a time, of the calm 
rest of the soul that trusts in Him) ''and 
awoke Him, and said unto Him, Master, carest 
Thou not that we perish ? ^' ' Canst Thou sleep 
in the hour of our trial and danger ? ' 

They did not know Him then, as they after- 
wards knew Him, when all was made clear to 
them by the Holy Ghost, to be God. God, 
whose love never fails : whose care and watch- 
ing never cease. Had they known His Godhead 
then, their words would surely have been^ 
" Master, we know Thou carest for us ; help us 
to trust Thy love; cause us to behold Thy 
deliverance ! " 

But we do know Him to be God, who took 
our nature, and became man for the working 
of our salvation. We therefore can never 
rightly say, "Master, carest Thou not?^' 
For, "by His agony and bloody sweat; by 
His cross and passion ; by His precious death 
and burial ; by His glorious resurrection and 
ascension; and by the coming of the Holy 
Ghost ; ^^ we know that, as God, He has cared 
for us, and planned a work of salvation for us. 
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from all eternity: and, as Man, has suffered 
and died, to accomplisli that work. We know 
His love for us in all these things. We see 
Him, in and by all these things, seeking to 
save us ; to make us His own ; to draw us to 
Himself; that ^^ in all our dangers and necessi- 
ties here^^ we may seek Him: and that He 
^^ may stretch forth His right hand to help and 
defend us/' 

The effect of this miracle on the beholders, 
may also teach us two lessons. We are told 
"they feared exceedingly, and said, what 
manner of man is this, that even the wind and 
the sea obey Him ? '' 

Even so should we have feared, had we been 
with them. Therefore let us learn a lesson of 
fear, as we know who, and what the Christ 
was; and why He came into the world, A 
lesson of fear of our ownselves, lest in any way, 
through the deceitfulness of sin ; through care- 
lessness about the soul ; through want of real 
love for the Christ ; through unwillingness to 
obey him ; through too great love for the 
present world ; through being too much cast 
down by this world^s trials, so that instead of 
trusting, we question God^s care ; we lose th6 
great salvation which Jesus has gained for His 



'^WHAT MANNER OP MAN IS THIS?'' 59 

people. Let us fear our ownselves ; and as we 
fear, let us watch the more, strive the more, 
pray the more for grace, that we may never 
depart from the Christ. 

And let us learn a lesson of rejoicing in the 
Christ. They who saw His mighty work, 
asked, ^' What manner of man is this V^ And 
we can now reply. He was God in the likeness 
of man. God, who had come into the world to 
seek and to save the children of men. God, in 
whom is our everlasting safety; who is ever 
with us in this life; who will be with us in 
death; and who will receive us to Himself 
after death. He was God, whose words of life 
we read, and whose Spirit is ever at hand, 
willing to make those words a well-spring of 
everlasting life to us. 
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" Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned 
again from his chariot to meet theef" — 2 Kings 
V. 26. . 

These words spoken by Elisha to his servant 
Gehazi must carry our minds at once to God, 
because they unfold a knowledge of what 
Gehazi had done, which Elisha could not have 
had except from God. The words remind us 
of what the Psalmist has said unto God, ^^ Thou 
understandest my thought afar off.^' ^' Thou 
compassest my path, and art acquainted with 
all my ways.^^ With this thought then of God^s 
knowledge of the present of our lives, we will 
consider the things connected with the question 
of the text. 

The question arose out of Gehazi^s sin of 
covetousness, and of lying to gratify that covet- 
ousness. 

It appears that Naaman, the great warrior 
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of Syria, had, in God's mercy, been healed of 
his leprosy. He had come with gifts to seek 
his cure. And when, by means of Elisha, his 
cure was obtained, he was anxious to give 
those gifts to the prophet; but the prophet 
refused to receive them. 

Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, had witnessed 
the arrival of Naaman at his master's house, 
with all the splendour that became his position 
in the kingdom of Syria. He knew why he 
came, and that he came prepared tp give great 
gifts for his healing. Gehazi had most likely 
been the one who carried from Elisha to 
Naaman the message, " Go and wash seven 
times in Jordan.'' He too had seen the rage of 
l^aaman at receiving such a message. He had 
witnessed him departing in that rage ; and he 
had seen him return in humility, to thank the 
prophet, after the better counsels of his own 
servants had moved him to obey the prophet. 
He had heard Naaman entreat Elisha to receive 
gifts from Him ; and had heard Elisha in the 
name of the Loi'd refuse so to do. 

As he heard Elisha refuse, there arose, it 
would seem, disappointment within him. Dis- 
appointment, that Elisha should, for the sake 
of God's honour, and for the credit of the 
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office which he bore as God^s prophet, refuse 
the gifts, in which, as Elisha^s servant, he 
might have hoped to share. And the covetous- 
ness of the heart within is stirred. In that 
sinful stirring of the heart, he hesitates not to 
use the name of the Lord, and say, ^^ As the 
Lord liveth, I will run after Naaman, and take 
somewhat of him.^^ 

^^So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And 
when Naaman saw him running after him, he 
lighted down from the chariot to meet him, 
and said. Is all well ? And he said, AU is well. 
My master hath sent me, saying. Behold, even 
now there be come to me from Mount Ephraim 
two young men of the sons of the prophets : 
give them I pray thee, a talent of silver, and 
two changes of garments.^^ 

The request seemed a true one to Naaman, 
and he was glad to give all that was asked, yea 
more than was asked, in the prophet^s name. 

For how could Naaman suspect deceit, when 
Gehazi tells him the number, and the age, and 
the quality, and the place of abode, of these 
guests of Elisha ? '^ Two young men of the 
sons of the prophets from Mount Ephraim.'' 

And thongh that which Gehazi asked was 
W^ >& itself^ a small gift for anyone to receive, 
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since a talent of silver was worth about £342 
of our money; yet it was a small gift in 
Kaaman^s sight ; for he had come prepared to 
give '^ ten talents of silver, and six thousand 
pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment/' 
Naaman therefore pressed on Gehazi the receiv- 
ing of two talents instead of one. In the 
words of Scripture, ^^ He urged him, and bound 
two talents of silver in two bags, with two 
changes of garments, and laid them upon two 
of his servants; and they bare them before 
him. And when he came to the tower, he 
took them from their hand, and bestowed them 
in the house : and he let the men go, and they 
departed.^' 

All must have seemed well to Gehazi. Never 
had sin been more successful. The double of 
what he sought was gained. The treasure 
was safely laid up. And the project of his own 
heart by the way, as he went after Naaman, 
and as he returned, of "menservants and 
maidservants; of sheep and oxen; ofoliveyards 
and vineyards ; '^ seemed most certain of fulfil- 
ment. 

His threefold sin, of belying his master, of 
robbing Naaman, and by these two, of sinning 
against God, weighed but little, perhaps, on 
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his conscience. If in any way it troubled Mm, 
doubtless there came, as there so often comes 
in like cases, when the heart has formed its 
plans, and seems to succeed in those plans, the 
thought, ^ Who shall know my sin ? Who 
shall reveal it to my master V 

Naaman would not return. He was on his 
way to Syria, He and Elisha would, most 
likely, never again meet. The treasure was 
stored away without Elisha^s seeing it. And 
now for Gehazi remained the outlay of that 
treasure, in the purchase of the things on which 
his heart was set. And, in the seeming success 
of his sin, he went in to appear before* Elisha. 

And in all this, he is an example of the 
truth that sin is in something or other, in some 
part of its most carefully formed plans, short- 
sighted, foolish, self-deceiving. Its plans are 
always imperfect. There is a defect in all it 
does, which is sure to be its own betrayer, and its 
own avenger. It blinds the doer of its plans. 
It deceives him with a false hope. It lulls him 
into forgetfulness of what man^s history has 
made so plain; and which every day, every 
hour, still verifies; viz.j the truth. It is im- 
possible to sin with impunity. For as sin is 
the heart's rebellion against the Holy and all- 
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knowing God, it can neither be done without 
His knowledge, nor can the sinful heart stop 
the disclosure of its sin by Him, who, in His 
own righteous government of the world, has 
ways and means beyond man^s knowledge, and 
beyond man^s power to defeat, of rewarding 
the righteous, and of bringing confusion upon 
the ungodly. 

But Gehazi had, it may be, for awhile for- 
gotten the all-seeing eye of God. Or if he 
remembered it, there came most likely the 
deceiving thought, '' He will not regard it.^^ 
Or there arose within him the presumption on 
His mercy, and so the resting on the thought, 
'' He will forgive, when, in some future hour, 
I own the sin.^' And Gehazi had forgotten 
the close communion which Elisha enjoyed 
with God. 

Having forgotten these things, he, in sin^s 
blindness, forgot also the truth, that in all 
EUsha had done, he had acted as the Spirit of 
the Lord guided him j and that God coidd not, 
would not allow him to seek to defeat His 
purpose with impunity. His purpose, which 
probably was this, to teach Naaman that the 
mercies of God cannot be purchased with 
Inoney. 
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And so, owing to the forgetfulness of these 
things, it is no wonder that when he came 
before Elisha, and heard the question, '^Whence 
earnest thou, Gehazi?'' he should so readily, 
so sinftilly, reply, ^^Thy servant went no 
whither/^ 

But who shall tell the confusion, the shame, 
the fear, the misery of the heart within him, 
when his master utters words that laid bare the 
thoughts of his heart, the plans he had formed, 
the sin which he had done? ^^Thy servant 
went no whither,*' such was his ready reply. 
But words that tell of more than man's know- 
ledge of his ways followed at once upon his 
reply. 

" And Elisha said, went not mine heart with 
thee, when the man turned again from his 
chariot to meet thee ? Is it a time to receive 
money, and to receive garments, and olive- 
yards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, 
and menservants and maidservants ? '' As if 
he had said, " Is it a time for gifts ? Art thou 
wiser than God, who bade me refuse Naaman's 
gifts? And wilt thou seek to defeat God's 
counsels, and in the defeating gain the things 
on which thy sinful heart is set ? " 

'^The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall 
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cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. 
And he went out from his presence a leper as 
white as snow." 

"Too late/' says Bishop Hall, "too late 
doth that wretched man now find, that he hath 
loaded himself with a curse, that he hath clad 
himself with shame : his sin shall ever be read 
in his face, in his seed: all passers by, all 
posterities shall now say. Behold the characters 
of Gehazi's covetousness, fraud, sacrilege ! '^ 

It is a woful exchange that Grehazi hath made 
with Naaman. Naaman came a leper : returned 
a disciple : Gehazi came a disciple : returned a 
leper: Naaman left both his disease and his 
money : Gehazi takes up both his money and 
his disease. 

Now shall Gehazi never look upon himself, 
but he shall think of Naaman, whose skin is 
transferred upon him with those talents, and 
shall wear out the rest of his days in shame, in 
paiQ, and in sorrow. His tears may wash oflf 
the guilt of his sin, but shall not, Uke another 
Jordan, wash oflf his leprosy : that shall ever 
remain as a hereditary monument of divine 
severity.'' 

"A monument of divine severity;'' but is 
there any thought of un(iue severity on God's 
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part dwelling in any mind, as we think on the 
punishment that followed upon what Gehazi 
did? Seems it but a small thing, that he 
should ask for that from which Naaman was so 
ready to part ? If so, think awhile. It is not 
so much Elijah, or Naaman, as it is God, 
against whom he sinned : since God for His 
own wise purpose would not let EHsha receive 
the offered gifts. And Gehazi must have 
known it, because he knew that his master^s 
words and deeds were guided by the Spirit of 
God. When then he went forth to behe Blisha 
unto Naaman, he went forth to defeat the pur- 
pose of God. 

Again. His sin was a sin against further 
knowledge. He knew well enough that there 
was an eye always resting upon him; and a 
wisdom that knew his most secret thoughts. 
He knew that aU the plans which are formed 
by a man, contrary to the holiness of Him, to 
whom that perfect wisdom belongs, must 
disappoint the one who forms them, must end 
in bitterness. He knew all this. His long 
attendance on Elisha must have taught him 
this, even if he were not (as there is reason to 
suppose he was) himself one of the sons of the 
prophets. 
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Now all this knowledge is from Grod. He 
therefore who has it, and acts contrary to it, 
does by his acts defy God. Gehazi did so act. 
The sin of covetousness was within him ; and 
from that sin came words that lied. With 
that covetousness and lying came the blindness 
of sin, by which he thought it might be possi- 
ble to carry out with impunity the desires of 
his heart. 

And yet, when the avenging judgment came, 
there was mercy in the way in which it came. 

It smote the body, but spared life. And so, 
in the affliction of the body, a way for the 
saving of the soul was opened to him ; if the 
days of life, as they passed, should be marked 
with true repentance, and a real seeking after 
God, 

And who shall tell how many, in the too-re- 
bellious people of Israel, may, by the resting 
of punishment on Gehazi, and his seed after 
him, have been called to remember the all- 
seeing God; and, in that remembrance, have 
been kept from the ways of the destroyer? 
Think not then of undue severity on God's part 
in the punishment of Gehazi. Think rather of 
His mercy in the way in which He punished. 
His mercy to Gehazi, and His mercy to thee : 
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for by the suflfering of Geliazi, He shewed both 
to him, and to thee^ how inseparably joined are 
sin and suflfering. 

And other lessons come. Where would you 
have searched in Israel to find the unsinning, 
God-fearing heart ? Would it not haye been 
in Ehsha's household? For what household 
had such privileges as his household had ? 

But lo, Gehazi, who waited upon him, is 
covetous in heart, a liar in word, a rebel in 
deed against God. And in this you learn, that 
no outward religious advantages will, by the 
mere possession of them, insure the renewing 
of the heart. If it were so, we should not find, 
as, alas ! we do find, even in our day, lying 
and fraud, secret plannings and workings of sin, 
continually detected, and exposed, amongst 
professed servants of Jesus Christ. 

If it were so, Judas had never betrayed 
Jesus with a kiss. Gehazi had never hoped to 
sin with impunity against God. Satan would 
have remained still in heaven an angel of light, 
and would not be, as now he is, the hopeless 
outcast of hell. 

What then shall we do, as Gehazi, the servant 
of the man of God, comes before our minds in 
his sin, and in his suffering ? 
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Let us do this. Pray the more for God's 
grace to be our portion, whereby we may 
counteract all the indwelling sin of our hearts ; 
for indwelling sin of some kind is in every 
heart. 

Let us pray for grace, whereby we may use 
aright our many outward privileges as members 
of Christ's Church. So that the things which 
meet us from without, such as the word of God, 
the prayers of the Church, the sacraments of 
Christ, may all be turned, through the indwell- 
ing in our hearts of the Spirit of God, to the 
inward purifying of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart ; so that we may become true, in 
all our words ; God-fearing, in all our plans 
for this life ; and just to our neighbours, in all 
our dealings with them. Having our best 
hopes and aflfections set upon the things above -, 
and ever living here as those who seek an 
entrance into God's everlasting home ; so that 
when the great judgment shall be set, and we 
shall appear before our Master, whose eye is 
ever upon us, and whose wisdom knoweth all 
the thoughts of our hearts, we may not bear 
about us that spiritual leprosy of unrepented, 
unforsaken sin, for which there cometh no 
grace, no pardon, no cleansing. 



SERMON Vn. 



'< And Hazael aaid^ But what, is thy servant a dog, 
that he should do this great thing f And Elisha 
answered, the Lord hath shewed nie thai thou 
shalt he king over Si/riaJ* — 2 EiNOS vin. 13. 

Before we dwell on HazaeVs question, and 
Elisha's reply, it will be well to recal the cir- 
cumstances which led to the asking of the 
question and to the reply. 

It pleased the Lord, in his own righteous 
government of the world, to send upon the 
people of Israel, as a punishment for sin, a 
famine, which lasted for seven years. 

During this famine Elisha came unto the 
city of Damascus, the chief city of the kingdom 
of Syria. The name of Elisha was well known 
to the people of Syria. The Syrians knew 
that it was he who had healed Naaman, their 
great warrior, of his leprosy. They knew that 
he had revealed to the king of Israel all the 
plans of the Syrians against Israel, and had 
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thus caused those plans to be formed in vain. 
They also knew that Elisha had smitten the 
army of the Syrians with blindness, and had 
taken them captives ; at the time when they 
surrounded the city of Dothan, seeking to take 
Elisha a prisoner to their king. All these 
things which, under God, Elisha had done, the 
Syrians well knew. As soon as it was known 
that Elisha was in Damascus, the tidings 
'thereof were carried to the king. 

In the words of Scripture it is thus stated, 
''And Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben- 
hadad the king of Syria was sick ; and it was 
told him, saying, the man^ of God is come 
hither. And the king said unto Hazael, Take 
a present in thine hand, and go, meet the man 
of God, and inquire of the Lord by him, saying. 
Shall I recover of this disease ? So Hazael 
went to meet him, and took a present with 
him, even of every good thing of Damascus, 
forty camels' burden, and came and stood 
before him, and said. Thy son, Benhadad king 
of Syria hath sent me to thee, saying. Shall I 
recover of this disease V 

To this inquiry Elisha answered, '' Go, say 
unto him. Thou mayest certainly recover : how- 
beit the Lord hath shewed me that he shall 
surely die." 
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Now this reply must have been an obscure, 
and seemingly contradictory one to Hazael; 
but the events which followed shew its mean- 
ing to us. '^ Say unto Benhadad, thou mayest, 
so far as thy sickness is concerned, certainly 
recover. Thy sickness need not, wiU not, 
bring thee to the grave." This is the prophet's 
answer to the inquiry of the king. '' But," 
said the prophet, '' though he will not die by 
the sickness, yet the Lord hath shewed me that 
he will surely die. For there is another cause 
of death; of which neither he that sent has 
thought, nor thou who camest to ask hast 
conceived.'^ 

And when Elisha had given this answer, he 
looked long and steadfastly upon Hazael ; for, 
by the revelation of God's Spirit, the future 
life of Hazael was passing before the mind of 
the prophet. In that vision, Elisha saw the 
hand of Hazael turned, first, against the life of 
his master Benhadad; and then against the 
people of Israel. As that future life of Hazael 
in its treachery to Benhadad, through the lust 
of empire ; and in its cruelty to Israel, through 
seeking to extend the empire gained by 
treachery, is shown to Elisha ; — as the prophet, 
in, his vision of the future, saw Hazael burning 
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^'with. fire the strong holds of Israel; slaying 
the young men with the sword ; dashing the 
children against the stones; and destroying 
the unborn child with its mother ; " — ^he could 
not restrain himself. Tears poured forth from 
his eyes over the sad fixture of Israel, and over 
the sinful heart of the one then before him. 
Hazael was surprised at these tears, and asked, 
*' Why weepeth my lord ? '^ And was told, in 
reply, the Hst of the cruelties which he would 
hereafter inflict. 

'' It cannot be that I shall do these things ! ^' 
Such was the thought of Hazael. And at once 
there came from his lips the words— 

^' But what ! is thy servant a dog that he 
should do this great thing ?^^ 

He heard however but one short answer, 
'' The Lord hath shewed me that thou shalt be 
king over Syria.^' As if the prophet had said, 
*^ I have seen thee, in the vision of the future, 
king of Syria. And lo, wishes and purposes 
which now thou feelest not shall then be thine. 
And the heart within thee will give way ; and 
thou wilt not scruple to work the cruelties 
which I have named, upon those who shall 
oppose thee.'' 

Very soon the heart of Hazael did give way. 
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Very soon he worked the evils which the 
prophet foresaw; and at the bare mention of 
which he himself, in all sincerity we doubt not, 
asked, as if shuddering at such crimes, '^ But 
what ! is thy servant a dog, that he should do 
this great thing ? ^' 

It is most likely, when we remember the 
command which God gave at a former time to 
Elijah (1 Kings ix. v. 15.), that Elijah had met 
with Hazael, and had anointed him to be king 
over Syria. Even as, in earlier days, Samuel 
had done unto David. 

When then Hazael heard from Elisha, 

^^ The Lord hath shewed me that thou shalt 
be king over Syria,^' he, most likely, thought 
more upon what Elijah had done. And his 
heart began to nurture its own desires, and his 
mind to form its own plans, for the speedy 
possession of the kingdom. 

But here we have need of a caution, lest in 
any way we should suppose that Grod, or the 
word of God spoken by Elisha, was the cause 
of Hazael's after life of sin and cruelty. 

The anointing by Elijah, and the words 
spoken afterwards by Elisha, were not the 
causes of his crimes that followed. These 
.things formed no excuse for the wickedness 
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which he afterwards wrought. But Satan took 
occasion from these things to suggest the way 
of evil ; and to urge the sinfiil acquirement of 
that which had been foretold. And Hazael^ 
instead of repelling the suggestions of evil, 
(which suggestions as they arose should have 
been warnings to him of the things which the 
prophet had said, and over which the man of 
Grod had wept) retaiued them, thought over 
them, and set himself to accomplish them. 

God's revelation of the future cannot justly 
be considered as the cause of the sins of the 
future. God's foretelling is no compelling to 
crime; but rather the endeavouring of His 
goodness to keep from crime. For instance, 
God once caused it to be told unto David that 
he should be king over Israel. He caused 
Samuel to anoint him king. And what did 
David do ? He must have had, at times, sug- 
gestions of evil within him, urging him to 
obtain speedily what God had foretold he 
should have. We know that his friends urged 
him so to do on one occasion, when Saul was 
in his power. But his answer then was this, 
"I will not put forth mine hand against my 
lord, for he is the Lord's anointed.^' And he 
ever acted towards Saul in the same righteous 
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way ; waiting, as Hazael should have waited, 
until it pleased tlie Lord to fulfil His own word 
in the way which pleased Him. 

Hazael did not so wait. He turned the 
knowledge of the future throne to evil instead 
of good; but he did so, through the too 
welcome suggestions of the evil one. And so 
we read, "Hazael departed from Elisha, and 
came to his master; who said to him, what 
said Elisha to thee? And he answered, he 
told me that thou shouldest surely recover. 
And it came to pass on the morrow, that he 
took a thick cloth, and dipped it in water, and 
spread it on his face, so that he died: and 
Hazael reigned in his stead.*' 

The chapters which follow the one before us 
in God's Word, leave us no room to doubt that 
Hazael did work all the cruelties upon Israel of 
which Elisha spake. And at the bare mention 
of which he, who so little knew his own heart, 
who so little thought how sin would harden, 
asked, ''But what! is thy servant a dog, 
that he should do this great thing ?'' 

And now let us gather some thoughts for 
ourselves from this case of Hazael, wherein 
God's knowledge of the future is shown to us, 
even as in the case of Gehazi we see his know- 
ledge of the present. 
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There is in holy Scripture one constant 
declaration of the omniscience of our God. 
Our hearts do, I doubt not, own the truth of 
the words which our lips often repeat, as in the 
house of our God, we read the verses of the 
Psahns, That He who planted the ear must 
hear. That He who made the eye must see. 
That He who gave man knowledge must Him- 
self know all things. 

And so our thoughts are, perchance, at times 
occupied with God's perfect knowledge of the 
past and of the present of our earthly lives. 
And, it may be, our prayers go up to God, 
asking for the blotting out of the past, and for 
the mercy which our present day of life requires. 

But do we also try to realise to ourselves the 
truth, that each of us is standing before God, 
as Hazael did before Elisha ; and that God is 
seeing now the whole future of our earthly 
lives ; its future in spiritual things, as well as 
its future in earthly things ? 

That though there hangs, as it were, a cur- 
tain before us, which we cannot pierce, nor 
lift ; which hides all the future things of this 
Hfe, and which conceals the thoughts, and 
words, and deeds, which we shall yet think, 
and say, and do ; yet there is an eye that sees 



80 PLAIN SERMONS. 

all beMnd that curtain ; — do we realise this to 
ourselves ? 

And do we think often upon that wisdom 
which knows all the things that are coming 
on ? The wisdom of God, which embraces us, 
not alone as we are and have been, but as we 
shall be in the future days and years of this 
life ; yea, as we shall also be in, and through 
eternity. 

The wisdom of God, which has sought to 
fence us in with strong spiritual defences 
against all the evil of our future days ; which 
evil it foresees, even as it foresees our resisting, 
or our yielding. 

Do we often think of this wisdom of our 
God ? His wisdom whereby our future life is 
seen, as HazaePs was seen, and revealed by 
Him to Elisha. 

And though it is true that God knows all; 
yet, try how we will, we cannot foresee a day, 
an hour, of the future of our lives. Scarcely 
can we ia the present really know ourselves. 
" The heart is deceitful.^' God only can search 
it, and know it. 

It is altogether impossible for us to know 
what we shall be before this life shall close. 
"^Vliether we shall be given still more in heart 



" IS THY SERVANT A DOG/^ ETC. ? 81 

and life to God. Be more His, and so less our 
own. Or, be more our own in sin; yet not 
our own, but tbe willing captives of the evil 
one. 

We cannot know tliis ; but God knows it 
all. He more truly knows our future than we 
can even recall our past. God knows the future. 
He knows how the things of the future will 
work upon each of our souls. He knows what 
coming trials will do; what prosperity will 
work; to what good or evil, the friendships 
we shall form will lead us. But if we cannot 
know this ; if all of the future is hidden from 
us ; this we do know, and because we know it, 
every sin of our future life upon earth will be 
without excuse, we know that every hour, 
every day, every year that comes to us, comes, 
in the mercy of God, as the time which He 
gives to us for the work of our everlasting 
salvation. 

And we know that every portion of our time 
may, and will, if we sanctify it by the God- 
fearing discharge of all our earthly duties, 
cause the future days and years that remain 
for us to be holier, and therefore happier years. 
Every passing portion of our life, in which we 
honestly strive to remember God in all our 

Q 
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ways, and to please Him, will leave to us, as it 
passes away, more confirmation of our hope of 
the everlasting life in heaven. 

How then shall we act ? — Or rather, how 
ought we to act, as we think upon the future 
of our earthly life, which is hidden from us, but 
seen and known by God ? How ought we to 
act, so that the future may not be a future of 
spiritual evil to us here and hereafter ? 

There is but one way to prevent this. It is, to 
maintain a more watchful, more prayerful, more 
God-fearing use of the present hours and days 
of Ufe, than we have, perhaps, as yet maintained. 
There must be more real seeking after, and 
resting upon God. More of real love for Him, 
and for the things that lead us to be like Him. 
More earnest prayer, through Jesus, for the 
Holy Spirit's indwelling in our hearts. More 
watchfulness against sin. More patience in 
the endurance of present trials. More thank- 
ful use of present prosperity. More carefulness 
in our choice of companions, and in our forming 
of friendships. Let us seek, in all things, to 
give our present day of life to God, by a loving 
service of Him in Jesus Christ. And God, 
who is '^ the Giver of all good things,*' will 
'^ increase in us true religion," and will ^^ nour- 
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ish US in all goodness ; " so that in Him we 
shall meet the future of our lives ; and by Him 
we shall be deHvered from all evil. 

A true. God-fearing present will lead us on 
to a future, wherein God will be for us, and we 
shall be safe in Him. 

But a careless, thoughtless present, even 
though it be not marked with any grievous 
sins, will render us most liable to, and will 
make us too ready to listen to, the suggestions 
of the evil one; and so, to be in danger of 
falling away from God, in the days of our future 
earthly life. 
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^"^ And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, 
What are these which are arrayed in white 
robes f and whence came theyf^ — Rev. vn. 13. 

As these questions were answered by the one 
who asked them of St. John, we see at once 
that they were asked for the purpose of draw- 
ing the attention of the beloved disciple to the 
great multitude, to whom the questions re- 
ferred ; and of conveying to him, and through 
him to us, information that should be most 
comforting, and most encouraging, as we seek 
the everlasting life. 

Let us then think on these questions, and on 
the answer given to them. And first of all. 
When were these questions asked ? 
They were asked of St. John, when he, '^ in 
the spirit ^^ of God, saw and received that 
divine revelation concerning the things which 
then were, and the things which should be 
hereafter. When he received that revelation. 
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he was also^ as he tells us, bidden, " Come up 
hither/^ 

And he adds, ^'Immediately I was in the 
Spirit : and behold a throne was set in heaven, 
and One sat on the throne/^ 

He then proceeds to tell us what in that 
vision of heavenly things he saw. To one 
thing which he saw the words of our text refer. 
He says, '^ I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood 
before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and with palms in their, 
hands. ^^ He tells us also, that he heard this 
great multitude ascribing with a loud voice 
their salvation to God, and to the Lamb of 
God. 

While he was looking upon them, and upon 
the angels that stood round about; and was 
listening to their words of praise ; one of the 
blessed ones in heaven asked him, '' What are 
these which are arrayed in white robes ? and 
whence came they ? ^^ And now, before we 
dwell on the reply given to these questions by 
the one who asked them, let us think on what 
St. John says he himself had perceived of that 
great multitude. 
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He had seen that they were ^^ont of all 
nations, all kindreds, all people, and all 
tongues.'^ The children of men, whom he saw 
gathered there before the throne of God, and 
in the presence of God, and in sight of the 
glory of the Lamb, and amidst the angels, 
were representatives, as it were, of all that ever 
had, or ever should, live upon the earth. It 
was no gathering of one favoured people. It 
was no gathering out of any especial circum- 
stances of the earth. Those whom St. John 
saw '^ before the throne,'^ confirmed the truth 
of the words of Scripture, '^ God would have all 
men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth.^^ And therefore, they are unto 
us, and especially unto such of us as ^' are sore 
let and hindered in running the race that is set 
before us,^^ a great consolation, when we place 
the Christ before us, and seek an entrance into 
the heaven where He is. For if there were 
souls gathered into heaven, ^^ out of aU nations, 
out of all kindreds, out of every tongue,^^ then 
there must have been amongst them some who 
had known aU possible earthly and spiritual 
trials. Men who, ^' having been of like passions 
with ourselves,^^ were tried, not merely by the 
same trials that we now experience; but by 
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greater and more enduring ones. Men who 
found the grace of God equal to their need. 
Men^ for whom He cared ; for whom His Son 
interceded : and whom His Spirit guided 
through earth to heaven. 

And why should it not be so with us ? We 
have on our side the same God, the same 
Christ, the same Holy Ghost, as they had. 

We have the same world that they had for 
the place of our trial ; and the same adversaries 
to contend against, while we sojourn in the 
world. Our trials are not greater : but are in 
many cases less than their trials were. 

Let therefore that gathering out of all nations 
which St. John saw in Heaven, encourage us, 
and urge us on. Let it cause us to lift up our 
hearts in more earnest prayer. Let it strengthen 
us to run more diligently in the way of Salva- 
tion. For not only did St. John see a great, 
an innumerable multitude, but he saw also 
tokens that of every one of that multitude this 
was true, viz.y that each had gained a complete, 
a perfect salvation. There was nothing wanting . 
Their sins were done away and gone. Their 
life was '^without fault '^ before God. The 
image of God was restored within them. They 
were conquerors over every enemy. They were 
where no evil can be known. 
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The tokens of this blessedness St. John saw 
in '^ the white garments ^^ which they wore, and 
in '^ the palms ^^ which they carried. 

For the white garments were tokens that 
they were completely justified through Jesus ; 
and sanctified by the Holy Ghost. The palms 
were tokens of their enduring victory over 
every enemy. Because, white garments were 
of old chosen as tokens of purity ; and pahns 
were carried in sign of triumph and of victory. 

And what was the answer given to the ques- 
tions, ^^ What are these which are arrayed in 
white robes ? And whence came they ? ^^ 

What was the answer? Oh, it was very 
different from what the faint-hearted one 
amongst us would most likely make, if he were 
called upon to answer the questions I 

For he would most likely say, as he thought 
upon himself in his own struggles with evil, 
^^ These came out of light trials. Their earthly 
course was one of many an earthly joy, and of 
much happiness. Had I hved when they hved, 
I should have been a better servant of God 
than I am now; for I should have known 
lighter sorrows, and should have experienced 
less severe trials of my faith." 

Would not many a faint-hearted one, and 
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many a ready excuser of his own short-comings, 
answer the questions as we have supposed? 
And in so answering, would they not detract 
from their true service, who are now with God ; 
and imply a doubt as to whether the supply of 
God's grace now was equal to the wants of 
men? But what was the answer given in 
heaven, in the presence of the all-knowing and 
just God ? 

In the answer, nothing was said of their 
earthly circumstances, i.e., nothing was said as 
to whether mere earthly happiness, or riches, 
or honour, or poverty and sorrow, or grief and 
desolation, formed their earthly portion, before 
they sought to win the heavenly crown through 
Jesus. He that answered his own questions 
was silent as to all this, lest, perhaps, any 
amongst us should suppose that heaven was 
not offered as the future home of the child of 
earthly sorrow ; or the child of earthly sorrow 
suppose that that sorrow alone was the title by 
which heaven was to be claimed in Jesus. 

Sorrow, however, the answer affirmed each 
of them had known. By trials and sufferings 
each had been proved. For in the answer it 
was said concerning them, ^^ These are they 
which came out of great trihulationy and have 
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washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb/' 

^^ These are they which came out of great 
tribulation/' and so, came out of great sorrow, 
great distress, great adversity. But the word 
'^ tribulation '' does not necessarily imply mere 
earthly sorrows, and distress, and adversity: 
for oftentimes these things are found in the 
cup of the wicked. And if the meaning of the 
word ^'tribulation'' were confined to these 
things, then would heaven be, what God's Holy 
Word declares it never can be, a home for the 
wicked as well as the righteous. What the 
word tribulation really means here is this, 
that those whom St. John saw, in his vision of 
heavenly things, in their white robes, and with 
their palms, before God's throne, had been 
proved, by many earthly trials of their faith, 
(wherein they manifested a constant and loving 
dependence upon God, notwithstanding the 
many sorrows that came with those trials, and 
the cruel death that in many case^ ended those 
trials,) to be true servants of Jesus Christ. 
True wheat, as it were, and so fit for heaven, 
the gamer of their Lord. For the word tribu- 
lation, by which we now so often mean sorrow, 
and affliction, and adversity, is derived from a 
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word which the Eomans used to signify '^ a 
threshing instrument or roller, with which the 
husbandmen separated the com from the husks j 
and the word tribulation in its first meaning, 
meant simply the act of separating the com 
from the husks. Some early Christian took 
this word, and used it to set forth a higher 
truth : and since sorrow, distress, and adversity, 
are appointed means often, under God, for the 
separating in men of whatever in them is 
light, trivial and poor, from the solid and the 
true, their chaff from their wheat, therefore he 
called these sorrows and griefs '^ tribulations,^' 
threshings, that is, of the inner spiritual man, 
without which there could be no fitting him for 
the heavenly garner/' — (Vide Tebnch, on 
^^ The study of words yj 

Those then, whom St. John saw, came out 
of "great tribulation .'' They experienced 
many and severe affictions; such as loss of 
friends, loss of wbalth, loss of home, loss of all 
worldly men hold dear; yet would they not 
quit the faith of Jesus, nor deny His claims on 
them; but, knowing that the soul's salvation 
was of far higher moment than the escaping 
from worldly afflictions, they gladly welcomed 
all these, and showed in these " tribulations,'* 
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these provings of the truth of their faith, that 
they were anxious to be, as their Master had 
been before them, ^^made perfect through 
suffering/^ 

And hence we learn that if worldly sorrows 
purify the soul ; if worldly adversity keep us 
close to God; then are they true '^tribula- 
tions;" for it was out of sorrows, and distresses, 
and adversities so used, by reliance on the 
eagerly-sought grace of God^s Spirit, that they 
came, whom St. John saw in the rest of the 
blessed. But if these things are not so used 
by us, then (though they be in one sense stiU 
"tribulations") the result will be, not the 
bringing forth true wheat for God; but the 
proving that we are, as the chaff, reserved for 
the burning. 

And now, come, let us remind ourselves, by 
means of the word '^ tribulation," of those 
spiritual conflicts which men, who follow after 
God, have to endure, as they struggle against 
the evil that dwells in their own hearts; 
for holy Scripture constantly calls upon us to 
do so. It tells us that there is a warfare with 
this evil of the heart within, which we have to 
wage, more fierce than any warfare with evils 
from without. That there arQ more severe 
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provings of a man^s faith and love towards God 
in his own daily thoughts, and words, and 
deeds, than in any opposition and persecution 
which he experiences from the world. 

Let a man be really earnest in serving God, 
and in caring for his soul, and he will find how 
true it is that the severest siftingsy the great- 
est tribulations, are those which he meets with 
in his own inner life, as he tries to put off his 
own, and to put on the life of God, as it was 
seen in Jesus. 

And, therefore, while some of those of whom 
St. John speaks, came out of much earthly 
sorrow, and distress, and adversity; while 
some of them knew in this life " bonds and 
imprisonment; " and finally endured for Christ^s 
sake, the cross, or the sword, or the fire ; 
they all, without any expeption, knew the 
unceasing struggle with evil in their own 
hearts, until they were free from it, in the 
presence of their God. 

Had they not endured this true tribulation, 
no amount of earthly troubles would have won 
for them the white robes and the palms of the 
redeemed in heaven. 

'' Satan hath desired to have thee, that he 
may sift thee as wheat,^^ were our Saviour^s 
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words unto Peter. Even so does Satan still 
desire to try to sift our hearts, in the hope of 
showing that we are but as the husks and the 
chaflF, unfit for the gamer of God. Even so did 
he with them, whom St. John saw in heaven. 
But as our Lord prayed for Peter that his faith 
might not fail, so did He pray for them. And 
His Spirit aided them, so that the ''great 
tribulation'^ kept them nearer to Him, and 
made them fitter for heaven ; because it made 
them more humble, more watchful, more truly 
resting upon their Saviour and their God. 

And why should not we, in the mercy of God, 
wear the same white robes, and carry the same 
palms ? Why should not we become pure as 
they are pure, and victorious as they are 
victorious ? 

The door of heaven is open still. The love 
of God is still enduring, and His help still 
offered. The Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, are still seeking to bring us to that 
'' great multitude before the throne.'^ 

And nothing will be able to keep us firom 
heaven, if we will on our parts be, as they of 
old were, '' workers together with God.'' 

Spiritually we must be, and in earthly things 
we may perhaps also be, endurers of great 
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tribulation ; nevertheless, the end shall be our 
peace, our rest with God, if we faithfully 
^^ endure unto the end." 

And lest, in any way, we should look upon 
the tribulation by which the soul is fitted for 
heaven, as the meritorious cause of its entrance 
into heaven, it was added concerning ^Hhe great 
multitude,*' '^they have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Thereforey are they before the throne 
of God/' 

And by this we are once again taught, that it 
is for the sake of the sacrifice of Christ once 
oflered, that our sins are forgiven, and our 
souls saved. They, of whom St. John speaks, 
had throughout their earthly life, manifested a 
holy, a true faith, '^ in the atoning sacrifice and 
prevailing intercession of Jesus. They had 
trusted in His name for the mercy and grace 
which He died to procure for sinners: and 
they had lived by the sanctification of His 
Spirit unto obedience." {Vide Scott.) 

'^ Christ was all, and in all," to them. He 
was their all of Hope and Trust. He was in 
all they did. Therefore, for His merits' sake, 
God accepted and blessed them. 

And if we wish to join that great multitude. 
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and be with them for ever before the throne of 
God, we have the same Saviour in whom to 
believe, and for whose sake to receive the all- 
sufBcient grace of our God. 

And to us belong the promises of Jesus, 
'^ Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast 
out.''— (John vi. 37.) 

'^ To him that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, 
and am set down with my Father in His 
throne."— (Eev. iii. 21.) 





SEEMON IX. 



" And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, 
What are these which are arrayed in white 
robes f and whence came they ? " — Rev. vii. 13. 

We have already considered the answer given 
to these questions. An answer given by the 
blessed one that asked them of St. John, as, 
in his vision of heavenly things, the beloved 
disciple looked upon ^^ the great multitude 
before the throne of God.^^ We have seen in 
'^ the white robes ^' which they wore, and in 
^^the palms ^^ which they carried, tokens of 
their complete salvation. We have also heard, 
in the words of the answer, that this great 
multitude was composed of those who had 
known, while they were upon the earth, 
^^ great tribulation," i.e., great spiritual proving 
by means of spiritual trials, whereby they had 
been shown to be true disciples of Jesus Christ, 
true wheat for the garner of the Lord. 



98 PLAIN SERMONS. 

Now, as it may be, that we, when our thoughts 
are called to the home of the departed, do 
think of some loved ones, some who were 
indeed ours by many a holy bond, and by many 
mutual experiences of this life's joy and sorrow, 
till God called them away ; whom we hope to 
mee^, and know again, and be for ever with, 
^^ before the throne of God/' And as we think 
upon them, and recall their lives of faith and 
love before God, we think, perhaps, upon them 
also as being with ^^ the great multitude " of 
whom St. John speaks ; therefore we will go 
on with the passage in which our text is found, 
and see what is said still further concerning 
their blessedness. 

In the first place then it is said of them — 
^^They are,'' i.e., they live, ^^ before the 
throne of God." And in this we see their 
happiness and perfect security, since they are 
in the home, and in the presence of the Holy, 
the Everlasting, and the Almighty God. For 
all unhappiness, and all danger to the soul, 
spring from one source, the presence of evil. 
But inasmuch as evil cannot be found in the 
home, and in the presence of God, they that 
are there must be cleansed, freed from all evil. 
And being so freed, must also be freed from 
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all sources of unhappiness and danger. Who 
shall harm those whom the Almighty God has 
gathered into His own home ? Who shall 
afflict those whom God keepeth before His 
throne ? No enemy from witJiout them can 
approach them, for they are with the holy and 
loving spirits of God's Home. Nothing from 
within them can harm them, for within them 
is the purity of souls in perfect union with God. 

And their happiness cannot pass away; no 
change can come where they are ; for they are 
in the home, the rest of God. And no change 
is known there ; but as He is, so is the happi- 
ness of His home, everlastingly the same. 

And in the second place, as if to remind us 
from whence all the misery of man, all the ruin 
of the soul, and all the bitterness of death 
came ; and, it may be, to put before us, who are 
seeking in our turn the home of God, the true 
source of gaining in this hfe, peace ; in death, 
joy ; and after death, the blessings of everlast- 
ing life ; we are told concerning that " great 
multitude,'' that they also '^ serve God day and 
night.'' 

And in this constant service of God, this 
dedicating to Him all its powers, all its love, 
all its worship, all its praise, we are bidden to 
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see the source of the happiness of the soul in 
heaven : even as a departure from the service 
of God upon earth, has been the source of all 
the evils which man has known. 

And now let us ask the question of ourselves. 
Is it not true, do we not ourselves experience 
it, that our present happiness is in exact pro- 
portion to the service which we render to our 
God ? And that our want of true peace, our 
restlessness, our unhappiness of soul, exactly 
corresponds with our lukewarmness in, or our 
faUing away from the service of our God? 
There is no truth more surely felt by man than 
this, Man never serves his God for nought. 
For he that serves God truly, with aU his 
present powers, he best serves himself; since, 
in that service, he draws nigh to the Holy 
One, who is the source of all real good ; and 
the Holy One to him. And in that drawing 
nigh there ever comes some measure of peace 
to the soul. 

Let then the thought of the continual service 
paid to God in heaven, urge us on to more loving, 
more abiding service of God upon earth. And 
if ever the temptation to relax in our service 
of the Holy One come to us ; if ever the thought 
cross our minds that God will do with less at 
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our hands ; if ever the evil one suggest to us 
that our service of God is robbing us of the 
earthly happiness we might have; let us, at 
such times, remember that no misery would 
have crossed man^s path on earth, if he had 
continued to serve his God. That it was when 
man departed from God, at the suggestion of 
the evil one, that he experienced immediately, 
shame; quickly, misery; and before long, death. 
If ever men ask us '^ what profit have you in 
serving God?^^ Let us answer. Every true 
service I render to Him gains for me, in His 
beloved Son, a nearer approach to that peace 
and happiness which man through sin lost. 
While I endeavour to please Him, ^^in denying 
ungodliness and worldly lust,^' He, by His 
Holy Spirit, comes to me, and enriches me 
with a fuller measure of His grace; and so 
makes the pathway to heaven more easy, and 
more joyous to me. I try to serve Him, and 
though feeble and unworthy my service be in 
itself, to be ofifered to Him, who sitteth on the 
throne in heaven, yet He for His Son^s sake, 
accepts it. And if, with His help, I ^^ endure 
unto the end,^^ I look forward in hope to join 
^' the great multitude ^^ before His thronq ; and 
to know, as with them I serve Him, how nn- 
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ceasing^ and how continually increasing is their 
pleasure^ their happiness, who serve and wor- 
ship God in holiness, and in the perfection of 
love in heaven. ^^ Where He ever dwells 
amongst them, as their Father and their Friend, 
overshadowing them with His presence, and 
filling them with His own unspeakable joy.'^ 
(Scott.) 

Moreover, Brethren, it is added concerning 
them, '^ They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more : neither shall the sun light on 
them, nor any heat. For the Lamb, which is 
in the midst of the throne, shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of 
waters : and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes.^^ 

There is perhaps no passage in Holy Writ 
more abundant in comfort to the servant of 
God, than this. For, whatever may be its 
highest meaning, no child of earthly sorrow : 
no one long disciplined by worldly trials : no 
one that has striven long with the poverty of 
earth, or with its necessities, and its sicknesses : 
if, in aud amidst all these, the soul has been 
kept close to its God : can err, or be in any 
* way deceived, if, in these words, he sees the 
promiae of a home, in which shall be found 
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every good thing ; and from wliich every evil 
thing shall be for ever banished. For in those 
last words, ^' God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes,^^ there runs the gracjious promise of 
the inheritance of all good things. Tears are 
of evil; they are signs of sorrow; tokens of 
affliction ; traces of imperfection ; witnesses of 
want. When then it is said, ^^ God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes/' it is plainly 
taught that God will place us for ever in a 
home, where we shall know no sorrow, no 
affliction, no imperfection, no want. 

And seeing that we are so taught, is it not 
well worth our while to endure patiently the 
sorrows and the trials that meet us on the 
earth ? To endure them, without being moved 
from a true faith in Jesus, and from a true love 
for God, seeing that by such "tribulations,^* 
God is fitting us for everlasting joys. 

And yet there is another, and a higher 
meaning borne by these words, which we must 
never forget. There is another " hungering,^' 
and another "thirsting;'^ there is another 
" sorrowing,'^ and there is another ^' poverty; '' 
which we must know, before we can have any 
good hope of the everlasting freedom from all 
ill, which God, in the passage before us, so 
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lovingly promises to His duldren. What are 
these ? Need any one ask the question ? If 
so, then in the words of our blessed Saviour 
shall the answer be found. 

^^ Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that 
mourn : for they shall be comforted. Blessed 
are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness : for they shall be fiUed.^^ 

In these words we have the marks of those 
from whose eyes ^^ God shall wipe away all 
tears.*" 

What witness does our own conscience bear 
to us in this matter? Are we ^'hungering 
and thirsting after righteousness?^^ Are we 
humbled and contrite, poor in spirit, in the 
sight of our God? Are we as those who 
mourn over their sinfulness, their unworthiness, 
with a godly sorrow, and with a daily watching 
unto prayer ? 

If this be true of us, then the joys of God^s 
home will surely be ours. But if not, then no 
mere earthly sorrows and trials, no bitterness 
of mere earthly poverty, will ever gain for us 
even one of God^s joys. 

Come, let us once more recall the words, 
"They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
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any more : neither sliall the sun light on them, 
nor any heat. For the Lamb, which is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters : and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes/' 
In these words, as we recall them, we see 
once again the sure promise of everlasting 
happiness, since ^^ God in all this,'' as it has 
been well said, ^^ promises that by His love, 
and the displays of His glory. He will fiilly 
satisfy all the thirstings of the souls of His 
servants after Him and holiness : and that they 
shall not be troubled with one desire of any 
other or greater happiness, than that which 
with Him they shaU securely enjoy. Neither 
shall they be exposed to any affliction, tempta- 
tion, fear, or persecution, as all these shall 
have finally passed away. For '^the Lamb 
who redeemed them to God with His blood, " 
and who, in consequence of His victory, is 
seated with His Father upon His throne, shall 
employ His power and His authority in satis- 
fying and anticipating all their wants, and 
conducting them to the inexhaustible fountain- 
head of all true happiness, even to God. Whp, 
delighting over them, as the redeemed children 
of His Son, shall do them good ; wiping away all 
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tears from their eyes, and turning their former 
sorrows into the fbhiess of eternal joy /^ (Scott.) 

Such is the home that is laid up for the 
Bedeemed, and such the happiness of that home. 
The home is God's. The happiness such as 
He Himself enjoys. A happiness that is found 
in the presence of all that is good, and in the 
absence of all that is evil. This home and its 
happiness are offered to us. It is ours by 
promise. God will not shut us from it : the 
Christ will not fail to bring us to it : the Holy 
Ghost will sanctify us, and make us meet to 
inherit it. And no powers of evil shall be able 
to keep us from entering into it, and possessing 
it for ever: if now, in and amidst all the 
^' tribulations ^^ of this life, we love Hitn who 
died for us, in order to bring us to that home. 

If we love Him, and do manifest that love, 
. as He hath taught us to manifest it, by keeping 
!His commandments. His commandments, yea, 
the commandments of Him, who is the Way to 
heaven ; the Truth that leads to heaven ; and 
the source of Life to His redeemed, both while 
they tarry upon the earth, and when they are 
gathered into His own heavenly rest. 



LOiTDoir: 

WILLIAM MACIITTOSH, 

**• I*ATERK08TM BOTT. 



